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CONVOCATION 


In conformity with Article 1, Section 2 of the By-Laws 
of the Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Canada, we 
hereby call into session 


The Ninth Annual Assembly of the 
Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Canada 
and the Annual meetings of the following 
Canadian auxiliaries of the R.O.E.A.: 
The Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada, 
and the Association of Romanian Canadian 
Orthodox Ladies Auxiliaries 
Friday, September 28 — Sunday, September 30, 2007 
at the Romanian Orthodox Deanery Centre of Canada 
at B-Say-Tah Road and Mackay Hill Road, Ft. 
Qu’ Appelle, Saskatchewan. 
+Archbishop NATHANIEL 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Friday, September 28 


12:00 noon Registrations & Lunch ~~ 
1:00 pm Invocation to the, Holy Spirit 
1:30 pm  Clergy Conference 
5:00 pm  Vespers Service / Sermon 
6:00 pm Supper 


Saturday, September 29 


8:30 am Registrations / Breakfast 

9:30 am R.O.D.0.C. Annual Assembly 
12:00 noon Lunch 

1:00 pm Orthodox Brotherhood of 

Canada Annual Meeting 

3:00 pm  A.R.C.O.L.A. Annual Meeting 

5:00 pm  Vesper Service / Sermon 

6:00 pm Supper 


Sunday, September 30 (at Protection of the Mother 
of God Church, Ft. Qu’Appelle) 


8:30 am Matins 
9:30 am _— Receiving of His Eminence, 
Archbishop Nathaniel — 
9:45 am _ Blessing of the new iconostasis 
at the Deanery Centre 
10:00 am  Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
1:00 pm Dinner and closing program = ee 


* 
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THE 75™ CONGRESS OF THE EPISCOPATE 


Over 180 delegates were declared eligible by the 
parishes and missions of the Episcopate for the 75" 
Congress, held June 30-31, 2007 at the Diocesan Cen- 
ter, “Vatra Romaneasca.” 

The Clergy Conference was called for Thursday, 
June 29, and was hosted at the Valerian D. Trifa 
Heritage Center, courtesy of the Board of Directors. 
After the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy celebrated 
for the feast of Saints Peter and Paul in the “Pioneer 
Chapel,” the clergy registered for the Congress ses- 
sions. 

His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel called the 
Clergy Conference to order and introduced Preoteasa 
Nicole Mitescu who in turn shared with the audience 
the findings of her clergy wives survey which she had 
conducted as part of her required work for the St. 
Stephen’s Course of Theology. Her report was well 
received. It was a springboard for consideration of the 
document issued by the Holy Synod entitled: “Mar- 
riage and the Priesthood” (also translated into Roma- 
nian) which was distributed to the participants. His 
Eminence noted certain areas of particular interest, 
and discussion followed. The possibility that an or- 
daining hierarch might consider some formal blessing 
on the wife of the candidate was discussed. 

His Eminence proposed that he would re-establish 
the commission which had studied clergy remunera- 
tions so that all efforts should be made to fully salary 
a priest by the community, so that he would be free to 
dedicate himself wholly to the spiritual needs of the 
community. 

A Clergy Informative Bulletin (1976) written by 
His Eminence, Valerian of thrice-blessed memory 
concerning the Mystery of Confession was distributed 
in the original Romanian text. It had to do with: Group 
Prayer Prior to Confession; Frequency of Confession 
and Holy Communion; Role of the Parish Priest as 
Confessor and/or Spiritual Father. 

Copies of the OCA “Guidelines for Clergy” (in 
Romanian) and the “ABC’s of Parliamentary Proce- 
dure” (in Romanian) were distributed. 

Among the administrative matters, the Chancery 
clarified: the usefulness of the Federal Government 
501 (c)(3) Tax Identification Number; Clergy regis- 


_ tration as required by County or Provincial Govern- 


ments; the US Government investigation of Religious 
Worker Status (R-1) as “Benefit Fraud Assessment.” 

His Eminence also stated that he was very con- 
cemed that the parishes seem to be on the financial 
edge of existence, and he proposed that workshops 
and activities be established to address this problem. 

In the area of “Pastoral Matters,” His Eminence 
reminded the clergy that it is the spiritual obligation 
of the parish priest and not relatives (lay persons) to 
deliver “eulogies” at funeral services. The sentiments 
of family or friends are properly addressed at the 
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Mercy Meal or at other non-liturgical affairs. 

Couples planning to marry are to have catechetical 
lessons in preparation for marriage, and the proper 
dates and times for the Mystery to be celebrated were 
reiterated. 

The Romanian practice of holding Unction of the 
Sick on a weekly basis was discussed. The Arch- 
bishop reminded the clergy that only pure olive oil is 
to be used and flour; other oil and personal items are 
to be blessed with holy water but not with the Holy 
Oil. Furthermore, this oil is not to be distributed to the 
faithful. 

It is not the practice of the Orthodox Church in 
America to have non-Orthodox clergy participate in 
any sacrament or service of the Church. This applies 
to all services and in particular to the Divine Liturgy, 
marriage, chrismation, baptism, and the funeral ser- 
vice. 

His Eminence concluded the afternoon session by 
informing the clergy that he had sent a letter to His 
Beatitude, Teoctist, Patriarch of Romania, requesting 
a direct dialogue with the Church of Romania con- 
cerning her view of the history of the Episcopate. 

The Episcopate Council met on Thursday evening 
in the Auditorium of the Valerian D. Trifa Heritage. 
Center. On the agenda was: a review of the “Report to 
the 75" Congress,” including the budgets for 2008; 
the adoption of “Policies on Involuntary and Volun- 
tary Termination”; Holy Cross parish, Alexandria, VA 
was approved to refinance its previously approved 
loan; The Annunciation Mission church status is un- 
der review to ascertain its viability; appointment of a 
Constitution & By-Law review Committee composed 
of V.R. L. Lazar, V.R. I. Pac-Urar and Mr. Ronald 
Muresan; the letter to His Holiness, Patriarch Teoctist 
of Romania and usual pre-Congress committee ap- 
pointments. 

The 75" Congress of the Episcopate was opened 
by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, with the 
Service of Invocation to the Holy Spirit on Friday, 
June 30 in the Assembly Hall. The roll call by ticket 
registration showed 103 delegates present. Special 
guests introduced were: V.R. Mother Abbess Cristina 
of Recea Monastery, Mures County, Romania on visit 
to the USA and Rev. Fr. Gabriel and Psa. Melania 
Gardan of Cluj, Romania. A letter of Congratulations 
from President and Mrs. Bush was received and read. 
The tropar “Among the Righteous Spirits” in remem- 
brance of clergy and lay delegates fallen-asleep in the 
Lord during the previous year was sung. ; 

The Archbishop read his Address to the 75" Con- 
gress of the Episcopate, 2007 in English (it was dis- 
tributed in Romanian and English to the delegates). 
He gave the Chair to V.R. L. Lazar, Episcopate Coun- 
cil Secretary who presented the first reports on Hier- 

Cont. on page 4 
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75th Congress of the Episcopate 


Cont. from page 3 

archal Schedules, Status of the Clergy and Status of 
Parishes and Missions, Monastery and Special Events. 
The first session ended for lunch. 


The after-lunch session was Chaired by V.R. I. 
Pac-Urar, President of the Spiritual Consistory, pre- 
senting reports from the Departments of Religious 
Education USA, and Canada; Departments of Mis- 
sions USA and Canada; the Department of Publica- 
tions. 

Mr. Mark Chestnut, Assistant Treasurer and Finan- 
cial Administrator, representing the Department of 
Finances, introduced the Episcopate Certified Public 
Accountant representatives who explained the proce- 
dure for an audit which they carry out for the Episco- 
pate Council to be presented to the Congress. Del- 
egates asked questions and informative responses were 
offered by the two individuals representing the firm. 


The Episcopate Investment Advisor was also intro- 
duced and explained the investment policy of the 
Episcopate Finance Committee. There are two funds 
which have investments: The Archbishop’s Charity 
Endowment Fund and the Cristea Education Fund. 


All reports to this point were approved by the 109 
delegates, and the Congress adjourned until the next 
day. 

A “Tribute to Archbishop Valerian Trifa” on the 
occasion of the 20" anniversary of his falling-asleep 
was held after supper. Archbishop Nathaniel, 
Archimandrite Roman Braga and Mr. Alexander 
Nemoianu each shared personal reflections about Arch- 
bishop Valerian. V.R. D. Vincent, together with V.R. 
L. Lazar and John E. Lazar prepared and showed a 
DVD presentation on the pastoral activities of Arch- 
bishop Valerian. The presentation was very well re- 
ceived. Inasmuch as there are many clergy and lay 
delegates who do not know the person of Archbishop 
Valerian as do others who worked with him during his 
years of pastorate, Archbishop Nathaniel considered 
it imperative to share this information about the per- 
son responsible for the good foundation and growth of 
the Episcopate from 1951-1984. 


The Saturday morning session showed 103 del- 
egates present, and guests were introduced: V.R. Mother 
Abbess Christophora of Holy Transfiguration Monas- 
tery, Ellwood City, PA and V.R. Father Abbot Mihail 
of Holy Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI. 

The Chair, V.R. Pac-Urar presented reports: De- 
partment of Christian Assistance and the Commission 
on Christian Art. He then introduced Preoteasa Nicole 
Mitescu who shared the findings of her Clergy Wives 
Survey with the Delegates who had also received the 
document: “Marriage and the Priesthood.” She and 
the Chair urged parishes and missions to encourage 
and support their preotese to attend the Clergy Wives 
Retreat, September 7-9, this year. 
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Further reports were given for External Affairs, 
Joint Dialogue Commission, Vatra Administration, 
Vatra Property Maintenance, Capital Improvements, 
Deanery Reports, and Auxiliary Reports, all which 
were accepted and approved. 

Special guest, Rev. Fr. Gabriel- Viorel Gardan was 
introduced and invited to address the delegates on his 
scholarly doctoral thesis: “The Romanian Orthodox 
Episcopate of America - A Part of American Ortho- 
doxy.” Father Gardan’s thesis has been published in 
Romanian and has a resume in English. It presents 
many documents about the Episcopate hitherto un- 
seen. The scope of this thesis was basically to present 
to the interested reading audience documents from 
which the reader was encouraged to come to one’s 
own conclusion. Father Gardan received appropriate 
acclamation for his work. 

The session was closed with 110 delegates in atten- 
dance. 

The entire Congress assembly processed to the cem- 
etery for the memorial service for Archbishop Vale- 
rian, Bishop Policarp, clergy and faithful, after which 
designated clergy blessed each section of the cem- 
etery with holy water. 

After lunch, delegates crossed over from the As- 
sembly Hall to the Chancery Administration Building 
for the dedication of the North Wing, the “Bujea Fam- 
ily Memorial Museum and Archive.” His Eminence, 
Archbishop Nathaniel, in the presence of His Grace, 
Bishop Irineu, Drs. Eleanor and Deacon John Bujea 
and guests, dedicated the new wing with prayers and 
the sprinkling with holy water. 

The final session had 109 participant delegates 
present. The Chair continued with New Business which 
is basically the Administrative, Department of Publi- 
cations, Department of Missions and Department of 
Religious Education Budgets. After questions had been 
answered and concerns noted, the Episcopate Council’s 
motion to accept the 2008 Budgets was passed. 


A new Episcopate Council was elected: Clergy - C. 
Berger, G. Treff, R. Grama, L. Lazar, T. Stafiuc and 
Alternate T. Petrescu. Lay - G. Cantor, S. Balanean, 
S. Balan, J. Carabina, A. Fatsy, R. Merchant, G. 
Thetford, M. Tipa, O. Vatamanu, T. Young and Alter- 
nates S. Sfera, S. Antonescu. 


Elected to the Church Tribunal were: N. Cocora, V. 
Dinu and Alternates S. Miroy, V. Pufescu. 


Under “Other” Business: Rev. Fr. A. Frunza’s, 
motion to send a letter from the ROEA Chancery to 
the Romanian Government requesting release of Se- 
curity files on Archbishop Valerian and Bishop Policarp 
was unanimously passed. 

V.R.R. Rosco’s motion to the Episcopate Council 
to hire additional administrative help for the staff was 
passed unanimously. 

The 75" Congress of the Episcopate ended with 
108 delegates. > a 


== & 
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Episcopate Council Secretary Lazar, in the name of 
the Chancery, thanked the New Parish of Saints 
Constantine and Helen, Lilburn, Georgia for its splen- 
did hosting of the 75 Congress, as well as thanking 
the Ladies Auxiliary of Holy Cross Parish, Hermit- 
age, Pennsylvania for hosting the National ARFORA 
Coffee Shoppe. Special thanks were given to the Chan- 
cery Staff, Chancellor David Oancea, Mr. Mark Chest- 
nut and Hierodeacon Sebastian Dumitrascu. 

Before final adjournment, Judge John J. Regule, 
long-time senior legal advisor to the Episcopate and 
personal friend of Archbishop Valerian, shared his 
views as witness to the departure of the archbishop 
(see separate article). 

The V. R. Mother Abbess Cristina was invited to 
address the assembly during which she thanked the 
Episcopate for financial and moral support given 
through the efforts of the late V.R. R. Grabowski to 
the Recea Monastery and expressed her gratitude to 
His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel for his visits, 
prayers and blessings on the monastery. 

The Congress rose to adjourn and sang the hierar- 
chal anthem to Archbishop Nathaniel. 


Some post-Congress reflections on various ac- 
tivities over the weekend. The Divine Liturgy was 
celebrated each morning; vespers with sermons in 
Romanian and English was served each evening and 
confessors were available at all times to hear confes- 
sions. Responses from the strana were given by vari- 
ous members of the clergy and faithful. 

The weather was unique for this time of the year - 
gentle breezes, warm sun and constantly pleasant. The 
Vatra campus was in excellent shape (although some 
signs of drought were present), and even though some 
matters drew the attention of a few delegates, all in 
all, clergy and laity were pleased to walk the grounds 
of the “Romanian Hearth, Vatra Romaneasca.” 

The host parish Saints Constantine and Helen of 
Lilburn, Georgia came loaded with Romanian and 
Southern hospitality “par excellence!” All the meals 
were prepared “from scratch” and served with smiles 
and abundant portions. It was the first time for this 
new “mission-turned-parish” to accept the task, and it 
did it with flying colors! In addition to the preparation 
of lunch and evening meals, the same crew quickly 
changed from kitchen aprons to folk costumes and 
_ performed high-stepping dances and songs which were 
roundly applauded and cheered by the audience. The 
“Romanasul Ensemble” from St. George Cathedral in 
Southfield presented a comic skit of well-intentioned 
actors and actresses. 

At the Sunday banquet, the dance group again ex- 
hibited their boundless energy with dance and song 
before returning to their work in the Vatra Iancu Hall. 
This year, the usual hot temperatures in the Tower 
Pavillion were dispersed by a bevy of new powerful 
electric fans! His Eminence thanked His Grace, Bishop 
Irineu for his assistance during the year and for his 
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Drs. Eleanor & Deacon John Bujea (center) with 
His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel (1) and His 
Grace, Bishop Irineu (r) following the blessing of 
the new Bujea Family Foundation wing of the 
Chancery Administrative Center which houses a 
museum and archive. 


special talent in convincing people to host the various 
events at Vatra. He also thanked the Chancery Staff 
and Father Lazar for his constant support. In closing, 
the Archbishop asked God to continue to bless the 
Episcopate, her parishes, missions and monasteries to 
be brilliant witnesses to the Orthodox faith. 

The Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Sunday was 
concelebrated by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel 
and His Grace, Bishop Irineu, assisted by seven dea- 
cons and an impressive number of serving priests. 
Responses were given under the baton of Sub-deacon 
John E. Lazar. After the Divine Liturgy, the Arch- 
bishop offered a prayer over the clergy who were 
elevated by the Holy Synod to the rank of Archpriest. 
His Eminence then distributed the Holy Chrism to the 
clergy who had requested it and finally, a procession 
around the exterior and interior of the church was held 
in honor of the 50" anniversary of its consecration. 

The 75" Congress of the Episcopate concluded, and 
delegates and hosts returned to their homes while the 
Chancery Staff and members of the Department of 
Religious Education prepared for Senior Camp Vatra 
which was just on the horizon. 

Thanks be to God for his loving kindness and to 
guests and hosts alike. 

Attendee 
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ADDRESS OF JUDGE JOHN REGULE TO THE EPISCOPATE 
CONGRESS ON THE 20™ ANNIVERSARY OF ARCHBISHOP 
V ALERIAN’S FALLING ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Judge John Regule was asked by His Eminence, 
Archbishop Nathaniel, to address the assembled del- 
egates of the 75" Congress of the Episcopate after the 
closing of the final session on June 30, 2007, regard- 
ing the reasons behind Archbishop Valerian’s deci- 
sion to voluntarily surrender his US citizenship in 
1984. Following is the text of his remarks. 

I first met the Archbishop Valerian in 1957, 1958; 
and I was constantly amazed at the talent he showed 
and the feelings he had for the people here in America. 

I feel that he always put the safety and the best 
interests of the Vatra and the church above his own 
personal interests; and I think that can be displayed by 
his voluntary decision to give up his citizenship and 
then leave the country. We should make clear that he 
was not technically ordered to give up his citizenship 
— and the question was asked many times by people as 
to: “Why did he do that?” I think that can be summed 
up with three words: one is “Martyr” — or as we say 
in Romanian “martor”, which translated really means 
a “witness”; secondly, “Recognition”; and the third 
phrase, which may seem a little strange to some people: 
“Firebombing.” And how do these three phrases fit in 
with his decision? 

We had an Episcopate Council meeting at the time 
that his case was pending, and we were advised that 
there was a compromise proposal given to the Arch- 
bishop by the hierarchy of Romania, that they would 
recognize him as the canonical bishop here of the 
Romanian Church in America, with the proviso that 
once he retired or passed away, that they would have 
the right to select the new bishop. And in exchange for 
that, that they would help him with his case that the 
government was pursuing relative to his citizenship. 
Archbishop Valerian turned down that compromise 
offer. The Archbishop stated that he could not do that; 
he could not compromise his principles. But he did 
bring it before the Episcopate Council at an informal 
meeting, and the decision of the Council was that they 
agreed with the bishop — that that they felt that that 
should be his personal decision. 

The second element would be the question of wit- 
nesses or “martors”. I had an occasion to meet with 
the bishopwhen I made one of my trips up here to the 
Vatra; and we met with the Romanian Ambassador 
from Washington, and I believe it was at the Hotel 
Pontchartrain in downtown Detroit. It was a lunch 
meeting, and the conversation involved the question 
of “Does the bishop have any witnesses that could 
testify as to his whereabouts and his activities in 
Romania?” And he was told by the Ambassador: “We 
can help you. Just give us the list and we’ll see to it 
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that they’re made available.” Well, the Archbishop, 
being a trusting person, furnished the list of from 
eight to ten names. Subsequently, we found out that 
two of those witnesses disappeared, and the remain- 
der were questioned by the officials in Romania, and 
some of them were transferred from their jobs. Well, 
this weighed heavily on the Archbishop’s mind, the 
fact that he felt he was responsible for what harm had 
come to these people who would be witnesses for him. 
He felt betrayed. 

Now the third incident dealt with fire-bombing. 
You would say, “what does that mean?” Well, the 
church in Los Angeles was fire-bombed, and shortly 
thereafter, the church in New York City was also fire- 
bombed. I personally called the FBI and asked them 
what their investigation showed up. And they told me 
that they didn’t have any leads. And I mentioned the 
prior case in Los Angeles and I said: “Check to see if 
there is a modus operandi or a pattern here as to how 
these two things took place.” Well, when the bishop 
learned about the two fire bombings, he was visibly 
shaken; and he spoke to me and he said: “Johnny, I 
cannot let harm come to our people or the Episcopate 
because somebody wants to get me removed.” 

So, coupled with the fact that his witnesses were 
intimidated and in the case of two people disappear- 
ing, and the fact that two of his churches were dam- 
aged, he made the decision at that time that he would 
voluntarily surrender his US citizenship. And I re- 
member the government attempting to- immediately 
begin deportation proceedings once he did this. And 
there was a sixty day waiting period, and they filed 
their petition before the sixty days-were up. And their 
petition was temporarily dismissed. And then they 
started again and there was an appeal before the Sixth 
Circuit Court in Ohio; and I attended that hearing. 
And I remember Judge Celebrezze who was on that 
court stating that: “It sounds to me that the bishop did 
not make a voluntary decision, but that he was intimi- 
dated and was forced to make a decision to leave.” 
And I think if the bishop would have changed his 
mind and said, “Oh, I’ve now changed my mind;” I 
think the court would probably have sustained his 
decision. However, that’s speculation on my part. But 
I think this just shows the character and the caliber 
that Archbishop Valerian had. He placed the interests 
of his church and of his people above himself. And 
T'Il always remember that. 

And the final thing that I remember is when he flew 
from New York to Portugal. I was there; Gus Vincent 
was also there, and we were talking with the bishop, 

Cont. on page 13 
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VIRGIN AND MOTHER 


by 


Hieromonk Calinic (Berger) 


The Virgin Mary stands at the center of the Church’s 
devotional life, both personal and communal. She also 
stands at the very center of the Church’s dogmatic 
beliefs — at the core of the Christian faith that God 
became man. These two “centers” of the Church — its 
life of prayer and its dogmatic beliefs — are totally 
inseparable in Orthodox Christianity. For this reason, 
the Icon of the Virgin adorns every church and every 
home, and she is commemorated in every single di- 
vine service. 

The Orthodox Church has given the Virgin Mary 
two main titles, which correspond to her place in the 
two “centers” of Church life, dogma and prayer: 
“Theotokos” (“Mother of God”) and “Panhagia” (“All- 
holy”). Each time we commemorate her in our liturgi- 
cal petitions we use both of these titles (we call her 
“our most holy [Panhagia] ... Birth-giver of God 
[Theotokos] and ever-virgin Mary”). The first of these 
two titles signifies her role in the 
divine plan in which the Son of God 
became a man, which places her at 
the core of Christian dogma. The 
second of these terms refers to her 
place among the Saints, as the one 
“holiest of all the Saints,” which 
places her at the center of the Church 
and its life of prayer. For this rea- 
son, in her Icons as Theotokos she is 
always depicted holding her Son in 
her arms. As Panhagia, she is always depicted with 
her arms outstretched in supplication, her Son also 
with her, but not being held by her. She is never 
depicted without her Son. 

The Greek word “Theotokos” literally translates as 
“Birth-giver of God.” It was coined in the second 
century by the Alexandrian theologian, Origen, and 
quickly spread throughout the world, becoming cen- 
tral in hymnology and popular prayer. At the Third 
Ecumenical Council in 431, the term took center stage 
as confirming the Christian belief that Jesus Christ is 
truly God and truly man. Mary did not simply give 
birth to a mere man in whom the Son of God dwelt, 
but to the Son of God Himself become a man. 

The English translation “Birth-giver of God” should 
not lead us to a notion that the Virgin Mary was a 
mere instrument of God, that she gave birth and did 
not give anything else. On the contrary, she was truly 
His mother. In other words, she was the one who 
made that first eye-contact with the Christ child, who 
loved and nurtured him as a child, which implies 
doing all those things which bond a child to its mother, 
thereby developing his soul and forming his personal- 
ity. 
a the same time, she is “All-Holy,” which means 


SOLIA JULY/AUGUST 2007 


ORTHODOX A 
THOUGHT fi 


Virgin — someone who is totally uncorrupt, pure in 
body, soul and mind. In Orthodoxy, the Virgin Mary 
is not above the Church — as Christ is — but at its 
center. She shares with all of us the common miseries 
of the human condition, and for this reason the Ortho- 
dox Church insists that, while remaining without any 
personal sin, Mary shared our fallen nature to the full 
and truly died before being translated by her Son. 
Hence her greatest Feast is the Dormition, in which 
the Church celebrates that one person in their midst 
made herself so available and dedicated to God so as 
to become his Mother, and yet at the same time re- 
mained in all things like unto us, in solidarity with 
those praying to her Son and struggling for sanctifica- 
tion. 

Thus, as Theotokos and Panhagia, as Mother and 
as Virgin, Mary uniquely combines in her own person 
all of the tenderness, depth of feeling, infinite concern 
and spiritual sensitivity of mother- 
hood, with all the fortitude, 
dispassion, self-control and uncom- 
promising determination of monas- 
ticism. She is at once the epitome of 
humility and devotion to her Son, 
and the supreme spiritual warrior and 
hesychast, pondering all her thoughts 
in her heart. She is thus the model 
for all Christians in whichever path 
they choose. 

Because she is the Mother of God, Mary is also 
Mother of the Church, which is His Body. The flesh 
of Christ is always the flesh taken from the Virgin, 
with her free-will consent. Her words “let it be to me 
according to your word” (Lk 1:38) did not cease at the 
Incarnation of the Word, but are necessary at each of 
His manifestations in the flesh. Christ’s Body is al- 
ways formed from and with the Virgin’s consent, and 
for this reason it is to the Virgin alone that the priest 
adds the prayer as he commemorates her in the 
Proskomedia, “through whose intercessions, O Lord, 
accept this sacrifice on your heavenly altar.” Mary is 
organically linked to each Eucharist celebration. This 
also means that as Mother of Christ she is also Mother 
of the Church, which is His Body, and thus Mother of 
us all, since we through baptism “have put on Christ,” 
become adopted sons, members of the Body of Christ. 
We could even say that if Christ is the Head of the 
Church, His Mother is the heart, standing at the center 
of believers, sympathizing with all, nurturing all, ori- 
enting everyone to her Son, whom she never aban- 
doned — even at His Cross, which she shared to full 
(Lk 2:35) — and so never abandons us. 

The Orthodox veneration of the Birth-giver of God 

Cont. on page 8 
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His EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP KYRILL 
OF PITTSBURGH, WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA, 
AND THE BULGARIAN DIOCESE 


1920- 2007 


Archbishop 
Kyrill was born Ilia 
Y onchev, the son of 
Mancho and Anna 
Yonchev, on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1920 in 
Panaguriste, Bul- 
garia. He graduated 
from the Saint John 
of Rila Theological 
Seminary in Sofia 
in 1940. 

On January 19, 
1941, he was ton- 
sured to monastic 
orders and given 
the name Kyrill and 
the next day was 
ordained into the 
diaconate and in 
April 1943 into the 
holy priesthood. 

Father Kyrill graduated from the Saint Clement of 
Ochrid School of Theology in 1944, and was ap- 
pointed instructor of theology in the seminary in 
Plovdiv, Bulgaria. In the same year, he was named 
Abbot of the Bachkovo Monastery where, during World 
War II, he and other leading civic and religious lead- 
ers helped protect Bulgaria’s Jewish population from 
extermination at the hands of the Nazi occupiers. 

In 1946, Father Kyrill was sent to Bern, Switzer- 
land, for advanced studies in theology and philoso- 
phy. In 1950, following the communist takeover of 
Bulgaria, he emigrated to the United States and was 
assigned pastor of Saint George Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church, Toledo, Ohio. 

On December 6, 1959, Father Kyrill was elevated 
to the rank of archimandrite. In 1963, he was named 
administrator of the Bulgarian Diocese in the United 
States and on August 9, 1964, consecrated Bishop of 
Toledo and Toronto and the Bulgarian Diocese of the 
United States of America and Canada. 

On December 20, 1976, Bishop Kyrill led the Bul- 
garian Diocese to come into the Autocephalous Or- 
thodox Church in America. In 1978, he was chosen 
ruling hierarch of the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and 
Western Pennsylvania, a position he held for 29 years, 
„and continued to serve as the ruling hierarch of the 


His Eminence, 
Archbishop Kyrill 
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Bulgarian Diocese. In 1992, he was elevated to the 
dignity of Archbishop by the Holy Synod of Bishops 
of the Orthodox Church in America. 

Archbishop Kyrill was the senior hierarch of the 
Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in America. He 
was a member of the Lesser Synod of Bishops and 
served on numerous Church committees, including 
the Canonization Commission and the Board of Theo- 
logical Education. He was a trustee of Saint Vladimir’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, NY, and 
a member of the executive council of the Christian 
Associates of Southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Services were held at Saint George Cathedral, 
Rossford, Ohio, the See of the Bulgarian Diocese of 
the Orthodox Church in America. Funeral services 
were held at Saint Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Allison 
Park, Pennsylvania. Interment was in the cemetery at 
Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Ellwood City, Penn- 
sylvania. His Beatitude, Metropolitan Herman, 
concelebrated the services with other members of the 
Holy Synod of Bishops. Archbishop Kyrill, who had 
been in failing health for the past year, had been 
admitted to the hospital for treatment during the week 
of June 10, 2007. 

Archbishop Kyrill was one of the consecrators for 
both Archbishop Nathaniel and for Bishop Irineu. 
Memory eternal! 


Virgin and Mother 


Cont. from page 7 

cannot be taken for granted. It is a delicate balance, a 
wonderful interweaving between dogma and life, be- 
tween theology and.prayer, between her exalted status 
as Theotokos and her place among the faithful as 
Panhagia. It never separates her from her Son and it 
never separates her from the faithful, nor from the 
Church. In this it stands in distinction to the Roman 
teachings which separate her from us (i.e., the Im- 
maculate Conception — that she had no ancestral sin; 
and the Assumption — that she did not die), and from 
the Protestant approach which does not offer her ven- 
eration, since it has also rejected the Church. But for 
Orthodox, she is the glory of the Church, its foremost 
representative among the community of the saved, the 


“holiest of all the Saints,” Mother of God, and Mother 
of us all. 8 p 
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DoubleTree Hotel - Dearbom 
5801 Southfield Expwy, Detroit MI 48228 
Phone (313) 336.3340 
www.dearbom.doubletree.com 
Reservations & Check-in: Must be at least 21 yrs old 
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AUGUST 30 — SEPTEMBER 2, 2007 
HOSTED BY 
ST GEORGE CATHEDRAL SENIOR & JUNIOR 
A.R.O.Y. CHAPTERS 
SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 


CONVOCATION 


In accordance with Article Ill, Section 2, of the A.R.O.Y. 
Constitution & By-Laws, notice is hereby given that the 
Annual Conference of The American Romanian Orthodox 
Youth will be held at St. George Cathedral, 18405 W 9 Mile 
Road, Southfield, Michigan, on the weekend of August 30 
through September 2, 2007. 


+NATHANIEL, Archbishop 
John E. Lazar, President Lisa Nemes, Secretary 


This year’s host hotel for lodging and the Debutante Ball will be the DoubleTree 
Hotel - Dearborn in Detroit, Michigan. 
The special discount rate for the 58th A.R.0.Y. Conference is: 


$89.00 + tax per night 
Rate is for double-bed rooms. 
Mention “AROY” to receive this special discount rate. 


Deadline for Reservations: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1 


It is highly recommended that reservations be made early. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


“Rockin’ on the River!” 
We look forward to showing off our city from the waters of the Detroit River 
as our guests and friends enjoy a cruise and disco night! We anticipate a 


great evening as we sail by the Detroit and Windsor (Canada) international 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 30 skylines! Be sure to invite your family, friends and co-workers to join us! 


Evening Arrival in Metropolitan Detroit “International Night” 
8:00 pm Welcome reception at Hotel Our city is full of cultures, ethnic groups and unique attractions. Of course, 
9:00 pm National Board Meeting as one of the largest Romanian communities in the US, we’ll showcase who 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 we are as part of our “International Night”! A variety of foods, music and 
At Cathedral dancing from Motown to techno, decorations and attractions will give 
11:00am Divine Liturgy friends and guests a chance to experience our “Motor-city style” with a 
1:00pm _ Lunch & Registration Romanian twist. 
2:00 pm Invocation to the Holy Spirit "Now and Forever" Debutante Ball 
Conference (Session |) The closing event of each Conference weekend is always an elegant night 
4:00 pm = Workshop | of live Romanian music and dancing to a variety of ethnic, traditional and 
SUM Rg acc modern sounds. We anticipate a large number of debutantes from many 
700 im ieee Lobby (board bus) cities and welcome as many of our friends, family members and guests as 
7:30 ză “Rockin” on the River” Cruise possible to what we hope will be one of the largest cotillions in history! 
piele This is truly a memorable night that you won't want to miss. 
SMUD SE ee i Young ladies who are interested in participating as a debutante can obtain 
3.30 Feit an application form from their Chapter President or from the conference 
:30 am akfas : 
9:30 am Conference (Session Il) men sne 
Keynote Address 
1:00 pm Lunch / Choir Rehearsal PARENT INFORMATION 
2:30 pui era E pese i Photo As an organization based on the values and beliefs of the Orthodox Church, we 
5:00 pi Great ves aici canning recognize and strongly encourage the role of parents and the family in the lives of 
vede «, i oht...Detroit ” young people. The activities of this weekend are designed for the participation of 
aed pri eat att es the entire family. It is especially important that the parents of minors (under the 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 age of 18) accompany their children. Please parents, do not allow your children 
At Cathedral to participate without the appropriate adult supervision. If you cannot find it 
8:30 am Matins possible to be present, then make arrangements for them to be supervised by 
10:00 am Entrance of Hierarchs another responsible parent. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy & Parastas 
12:30 pm Dignitary Reception MORE INFORMATION 
1:00 pm Banquet 
At Hotel Conference website: http://conference.aroy.org 
Aes ti ae vCeaillen St George Cathedral website: http://www.sgroc.org 
‘00 pm meet Dreams 
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Psa. HILDEGARD GRABOWSKI FALLEN 
ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Preoteasa Hildegard Grabowski fell asleep in the Lord 
on May 22, 2007, near her home in Warren, Ohio, as the 
result of a stroke that morning. Hildegard Huber was 
born on November 19, 1922, in Tecuci, Romania, the 
third of 4 children, to Franz & Regina Huber. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, brothers Adolf & 
Oskar, sister Olga, and her beloved husband of nearly 
60 years, Archpriest Richard J Grabowski. 

The Service of the Wake (Saracusta) took place at 
Holy Resurrection Church in Warren, Ohio, on May 28. 
The Funeral Service took place at The Falling Asleep of 
the Ever Virgin Mary Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
May 29. She was then taken to Vatra Românească in 
Grass Lake, Michigan, for burial next to her husband, Fr 
Richard, in the St Mary Cemetery. 

Fr & Psa Grabowski served parishes in Saint Paul 
MN, Gary IN, Los Angeles CA and Cleveland OH until 
Fr Richard’s retirement in 1989, at which time they 
moved to Warren OH. Fr Richard was soon appointed 
the coordinator of Help for Romania and then Chairman 
of the Episcopate’s Department of Christian Assistance, 
again supported faithfully by Psa Hildegard. They were 
both very active through the years in the activities of the 
Episcopate, thoroughly enjoying the company of their 
many friends. Following Fr Richard’s death in May 
2004, Psa Hildegard continued to be as active as her 
health allowed. 

Growing up in Romania, she became a skilled seam- 
stress and cook, and always had an artistic flair — from 
painting, to drawing, to crafts and her favorite Easter 
egg decorating. Fleeing Romania during World War II, 
she fled first to Poland with her sister where she worked 
as a telephone operator. As the war progressed, she 
eventually found herself reunited with her parents and 
siblings in a refugee camp in Linz, Austria. There she 
met and fell in love with a young former Romanian 
National Army Lieutenant, Richard J Grabowski. Al- 
most from the start, her parents forbade her from seeing 
the young military man, so they continued their court- 
ship “in secret” with the help of her brother and sister- 
in-law Adolf and Mandita. They were married in a civil 
ceremony on September 7, 1947, and a church wedding 
followed thereafter. 


After selling nearly all their worldly possessions in © 


preparation for immigration to Australia, they were denied 
travel prior'to leaving the camp, being deemed “former 
enemy” and therefore “undesirables.” They were subse- 
quently granted immigration to the United States and 
arrived by boat from Bremen, Germany, in New York 
harbor on June 26, 1952. The trip was almost like a 
honeymoon, as their two young children born in Austria 


(Michael and George) were quarantined on the ship due 
‘to illness, so the young couple’s evenings were free to 
dine, dance, stroll the deck, etc. 
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Settling first in Gettysburg, Ohio, they then moved to 
Minnesota in October of 1952, where there was a large 
Romanian community. When her husband decided to 
honor a battlefield pledge he made to God (to pay Him 
back for sparing his life) and become a priest, the soon 
to be Preoteasa Hildegard helped all along. She watched 
the children, cooked, cleaned, sent her husband hot meals 
at one of his three jobs, and, most importantly, kept the 
children quiet and out of his hair so her husband could 
accomplish what he did. She was always by his side, 
willing to help, and never once (even up to her passing) 
worrying about herself or her needs. 

Although quiet, unassuming, and non-demanding, 
Preoteasa stood by her husband and was very involved 
in parish life, making a friend of nearly everyone she 
met or spoke to during Fr Richard’s tenures in Gary IN, 
Los Angeles CA, and finally Cleveland OH where she 
and Father retired from active parish life in 1989. She 
was active in the Ladies Auxiliary on both the Parish 
and National levels even after retirement from parish 
life. They bought a house in Warren OH (the first home 
they owned since the late 1950’s in Minnesota) and 
began to enjoy retirement. 

Whether traveling to California to see her grandchil- 
dren or Europe to visit family there, she and Fr Richard 
were inseparable until his untimely passing in May of 
2004. Up to the end, she busied herself with crafts, 
making and giving to friends what she made. She had a 
special love for the nuns of the Transfiguration Monas- 
tery in Ellwood City PA and went there nearly every 
Sunday with Fr Richard while he served the Monastery 
for nearly ten years after his retirement. ~ | 

Preoteasa was the loving, giving mother of seven 
children — Michael (wife Janet) of Hobart IN; George 
(wife Anna) of Ten Mile TN; John (wife Eanswythe) of 
Agoura Hills CA; Richard of Warren OH, who made his 
home with her; Corina (husband Daniel Phillips) of 
Medina OH; Paul (wife Laura) of Canyon Country CA; 
and Stephen of Fairlawn OH who all survive her. In 
addition, she is survived by seven grandchildren (6 boys 
and 1 girl, just like with her children) - Matthew and 
Brenna Grabowski of Agoura Hills CA; Alexander and 
Lukas Grabowski of Canyon Country CA; and John, 
Nicholas and Daniel Phillips of Medina OH. 

The family asks that those who wish to make a con- 
tribution in her memory do so to any of the following: 

The Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration 
321 Monastery Lane, Ellwood City PA 16117-6532 

The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
PO Box 309, Grass Lake MI 49240-0309 

Holy Resurrection Romanian Orthodox Church 
1836 North Road NE, Warren OH 44483 


May Psa Hildegard’s memory be eternal! — 
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RATES & AD SIZES (Actual print size) 


All prices are in United States Dollars — Payment must be in U.S. Funds 


L} $125.00 Full Page [ 7” x 4-1/8”w ] 

LI $100.00 ROEA. Parishes & Auxiliaries Full Page 

Cl $ 75.00 One-half (1/2) Page [3-1/2"1x4-1/8"w] 
[} $ 50.00 One-quarter (1/4) Page [ 1-3/4” x 4-1/8”w ] 


Please publish the attached greeting/photograph/advertisement in the upcoming 
SOLIA CALENDAR 2008. | (We) have enclosed $ for the space of: 


____ Full Page(s) ____Half (1/2) Page(s)  _____ Quarter (1/4) Page(s) 


Name 

Church/Organization/Business 

Address 

City State/Prov _______ Zip/ Post Code 
Phone Fax 

Email | Website 

PAYMENT: 

Full payment (U.S. Funds) and contract must accompany all advertisements. 


[J CHECK or MONEY ORDER (Payable to “R.O.E.A.”) 
| ( VISA / MASTERCARD 
Card # 3 digit V# 
Exp. Date Signature 


The ROEA. reserves the right to edit, limit and/or refuse publishing materials submitted. 


The Annual Almanac published by The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America in December 2007 
for all parishes and parishioners throughout the United States and Canada. 


ADVERTISING CONTRACT | 


Hardcopy of ad must be 
submitted along with this 
completed contract & payment 


Ads and images may also be 
submitted in PDF or Microsoft 
Word format via email to: 
calendar @roea.org 


(include all fonts, photos & art) 
CONFIRM RECEIPT BY TELEPHONE! 


Digital images must be in 
either tiff or jpeg format 


Photographs taken with a 
digital camera must be 5.0 
megapixels or higher, and 
submitted in digital format 
(CD or email) 


Scanned images must be 
scanned at a resolution of 
1200 dpi. 


Both black & white and color 
photographs are accepted, 
however, all ads are printed in 
black & white 


Photos must be clear, focused 
and with proper lighting 
(printer uses 133 line screen) 


Only one (1) photo per ad 
(if 2 or more photos are 
included for a full page, each 
photo will be charged the 1/2 

page rate) 


DEADLINE: 


SEPT. 15, 2007 
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE 


January 1. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon- 
astery. Friday: Vigil. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Lit- 
urgy for Feast of Theophany of our Lord. 

January 7. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 9. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew House. Board 
Meeting of Center for Orthodox Christian Studies. 

January 13-14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Di- 
vine Liturgy. 

January 15. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Funeral Service for Dita Sandru. 

January 21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon- 
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 26. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & 
Paul. Funeral Service for V. Rev. Fr. John Surducan. 

January 28. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service on 20" 
Anniversary of falling asleep in the Lord of Archbishop 
Valerian. 

January 29. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew House. Board 
Meeting of Center for Orthodox Christian Studies. 

February 10-11. Pomona, CA. St. Anne. Saturday: 
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
Banquet for Parish’s 20" Anniversary. 

February 15-17. Miami, FL. Thursday — Friday: 
Orthodox Christian Laity Board Meeting. Saturday: 
Christ the Savior Cathedral (OCA). Hierarchal Di- 
vine Liturgy. 

February 18. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy. 

February 24-25. Hollywood, FL. Holy Cross. Sat- 
urday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Lit- 
urgy. Banquet. Evening: Miami, FL. Christ the Sav- 
ior Cathedral (OCA). Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers 
Speaker. 

March 1. Grass Lake, MI. V.D. Trifa Romanian- 
American Heritage Center. Annual Board Meeting. 

March 3-4. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Lit- 
Uz 

March 10. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Vigil. 

_ March 11. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Evening: Deanery Vespers. 

March 12. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew House. Board 
Meeting of Center for Orthodox Christian Studies. 

March 18. Troy, MI. St. Nicholas. Hierarchal Di- 
vine Liturgy. — 

_ March 19-22. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Spring 

Holy Synod Meeting. Pe 
‘March 24-25. Grand Rapids, MI. Annunciation. 

Saturday: Great Vespers. Visit potential new property. 
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Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. 

March 30-31. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon- 
astery. Friday: Vigil for Lazarus Saturday. Saturday: 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

April 1. Warren, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit. Hier- 
archal Divine Liturgy for Entrance of the Lord into 
Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). Banquet. 

April 2-7. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Holy Week Services. 

April 7-8. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Saturday/Sunday: Resurrection Matins and Paschal 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Resurrection of the Lord. 
Sunday evening: Agape Vespers. 

April 9. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Bright Monday. 

April 10. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier- 
archal Divine Liturgy for Bright Tuesday. 

April 11-13. Ellwood City, PA. Transfiguration 
Monastery. Funeral & Burial Service for Andrew W. 
Gib. 

April 14-15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon- 
astery. Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. 

April 16. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew House. Board 
Meeting of Center for Orthodox Christian Studies. 

April 22. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Parish's Patronal Feast 
Day. Banquet. 

April 27-29. Toronto, ON. St. John. Saturday: Great 
Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

May 3-6. Regina, SK. St. Nicholas. Friday: Akathist 
to St. Nicholas. Saturday: Memorial Service. Great 
Vespers. Reception. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Lit- 
urgy. Banquet for 105" Anniversary of Parish. 

May 8. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew House. Meeting of 
the ROEA Joint Dialogue Commission. 

May 11-13. Hazleton, PA. St. Joseph of Maramures. 
Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. Ordination of Mircea Airinei to Holy Diaconate. 
Banquet for 15 Anniversary of Parish. 

May 17. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hier- 
archal Divine Liturgy for Patronal Feast day of monas- 
tery. Banquet. Evening: Ecumenical Witness meeting. 

May 19. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Vigil. 

May 20. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. 

May 21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Feast of Sts. 
Constantine & Helen. 

May 26-27. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Saturday: Episcopate Council Meeting. Sunday: Hier- 
archal Divine Liturgy. 

May 29. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral. Fu- 
neral Service for Psa. Hildegard Grabowski. Evening: 
Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Burial Service. 

June 2-3. Kitchener, ON. St. John. Saturday: Great 
Vespers. Dinner. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
Banquet for 40" Anniversary of Parish. 

Cont. on page 13 
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN LAITY 


Celebrating 20 Years of Service 


The Educational Symposium organized by Ortho- 
dox Christian Laity (OCL) to commemorate its 20" 
Anniversary and co-sponsored with the support of 
Ancient Faith Radio, Chicago and The Saint Andrew 
House, Detroit has been finalized. The topic of the 
Symposium is “The Need for a Great and Holy 
Council”. The program will take place on Saturday, 
November 3, 2007 at the cultural center of SS Peter 
& Paul Orthodox Church, 1401 Wagner Road, 
Glenville, Illinois. Out of town participants can re- 
serve rooms at the Double Tree Hotel , Chicago North 
Shore, 9599 Skokie Blvd, Skokie, Illinois at 847-329- 
4363. The OCL rate is $119 + Tax. 

The presenters include: 

His Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL, Ro- 
manian Orthodox Episcopate of America and member 
of the Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in 
America. 

Very Reverend John H. Erickson, Peter N 
Gramowich Professor of Church History and former 
Dean, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary; 
published articles and books include The Challenge of 
Our Past and Orthodox Christians in America. He has 
been a member of the Eastern Orthodox-Roman Catho- 
lic Theological Consultation in North America, the 
Anglican-Orthodox Theological Consultation, and is 
Chairman of the Department of History and Archives 
of the Orthodox Church in America. 

Dr. Vigen Guroian, Professor of Theology and 
Ethics at Loyola College, Baltimore, Maryland. His 
specialty is Christian Ethics. His published works in- 
clude: Restoring the Senses: Life Gardening, and an 
Orthodox Easter; Rallying the Really Human Things: 
The Moral Imagination in Politics, Literature and 
Everyday Life; Inheriting Paradise: Meditations on 
Gardening; Ethics After Christendom: Toward an 
Ecclesial Christian Ethic. 

Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou, Assistant Professor 
of International Relations, Boston University; Research 
Associate of the Institute on Culture, Religion and 
World Affairs; serves by appointment since 2004 as 
Commissioner (elected Vice Chair for one year) on 
the U.S. Commission on International Religious Free- 
dom. She has published widely in academic and policy 
journals and is presently working on two books: Or- 
thodox Christianity in American Public Life: The chal- 
lenges and Opportunities of Religious Pluralism in 
the 21* Century and Church-State Relations in Greece: 
Pluralism, Democracy and European Integration. She 
is co-editor and contributor to Thinking Through Faith: 
New Perspectives from Orthodox Christian Scholars 
(Spring 2008, St. Vladimir's Seminary Press). 

Reverend Alexander Abramov, Secretary, Repre- 
senting the Moscow Patriarchate in the United States 
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of America. He is a member of the staff serving St. 
Nicholas Patriarchal Cathedral, New York, New York. 

For additional information concerning the OCL 
20" Anniversary Symposium, contact: George Mat- 
soukas, Executive Director, at 877-585-0245 or 


ocladmin Qocl.org. 


Hierarchal Schedule Cont. from page 12 


June 6. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Fu- 
neral & Burial Service for Doru Buburuzan. 

June 10. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Evening: Travel to Syosset, 
NY. 

June 11-12. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Spiritual 
Court. 

June 15. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. Ecu- 
menical Witness Meeting. 

June 17. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

June 17-18. Dearborn, MI. St. Clement (Bulgar- 
ian). Sunday: Wake service for Presbytera Silvia 
Pamukov. Monday: Funeral for Presbytera Silvia 
Pamukov. 

June 20. Rossford, OH. St. George Cathedral (Bul- 
garian Diocese of OCA). Memorial Service for Arch- 
bishop Kyrill. Evening: Travel to Hermitage, PA. 

June 21-22. Allison Park, PA. St. Alexander Nevsky 
Cathedral. Thursday: Funeral Service for Archbishop 
Kyrill. Friday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

June 22. Ellwood City, PA. Transfiguration Mon- 
astery. Burial Service for Archbishop Kyrill. 


Address of Judge Regule 


Cont. from page 6 

and he seemed to be in good spirits as if a big load had 
been lifted off of his head. And I remember him talk- 
ing to the US Attorney as he was leaving. He shook 
hands with the US Attorney and said, “God bless you, 
son,” to show that he didn’t have any animosity in his 
heart even when he was leaving. 

There’s one other thing that I do recall. The week 
before the Archbishop made his arrangements to fly to 
Portugal, I talked with him in Warren, Ohio which is 
close to my home, and I also talked with him the night 
that he left on the plane, and he said to me: “Johnny, 
check with Fr. Grabowski and set up a Congress date 
to have the election of the new ruling bishop as soon 
as you can.” And then we did this. And I think the 
implication was that he wanted to keep the continuity 
of our Episcopate intact, so that it would not be broken 


by the passage of time. He had that vision, and fortu- 


nately, we were able to follow through and do that. 
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ARFORA SCHOLARSHIPS 


MARTHA GAVRILA 


eee Daniela Archer, a 
member of Saint 
George the Great 
Martyr and Trophy 
Bearer Romanian 
Orthodox Church in 
Canton, OH is the 
recipient of the 
Martha Gavrila 
Graduate Scholarship 
for 2007. Daniela re- 
ceived a BA degree 
in Psychology and 
French from John 
Carroll University. 
She has a Graduate 
Degree from Case 
Western Reserve Uni- 
versity in French 
Literature,and is currently in her third year of graduate 
studies at Ursuline College in Cleveland, OH, pursuing 
a degree in Ministry. Daniela has been teaching French 
for the past fifteen years. With a Master of Ministry 
degree, she plans to teach Religion and to continue her 
leadership in Spiritual Retreats for Young People. 

Daniela is also very active in the Parish as the AROY 
Advisor, a member of the Martha and Mary Ladies 
Auxiliary, she serves on the Parish Council, and is a 
member of the Romanian Dance Group at the church. 

We congratulate Daniela on her outstanding achieve- 
ments. 


Daniela Archer 


HELEN MUNTEAN 


A.R.F.O.R.A. is honored 
to announce a new Schol- 
arship this year sponsored 
by Eleanor Stepanski. It is 
the Helen Muntean Educa- 
tion Scholarship. The first 
recipient is Rebekah Hil- 
dreth, the daughter of Sub- 
deacon Paul and Jeanette 
Hildreth, and the grand- 
daughter of Ielita Daba. 
Rebekah is in her third year 
at the University of Michi- 
gan — Flint. She is a his- 
tory major with a minor in 
American Literature. She 
is on the staff of the Uni- 
versity Newspaper and 


tertainment section. 
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Editor of the Music andEn- 


UNDERGRADUATE 


Alexandra Pac-Urar 


ARFORA is very proud and honored to award the 
2007 Undergraduate Scholarship to Alexandra Pac-Urar, 
daughter of V. Rev. Fr. Ian & Psa. Mary Lynn Pac-Urar 
of the Presentation of Our Lord Parish in Fairlawn, OH. 
For the past two years, Alexandra has been studying 
Cognitive Science at McGill University in Montreal, 
QC, Canada. Her major is in Linguistics and Psychology 
with a minor in International Development Studies. She 
will complete her program in the spring, and will con- 
tinue on to a Master’s Degree which will allow her to 
pursue a career in teaching, consulting and counseling. 

As a student at McGill University, Alexandra has 
been on the Dean’s Honour List, The Golden Key Honour 
Society and the Orthodox Christian Fellowship Organi- 
zation. She has been working at the Cegep de Vieux 
Montreal, where she aids French students in learning the 
English language. She also has become involved at Buna 
Vestire Romanian Orthodox Church by helping in the 
Sunday School. 

For the past three years, Alexandra has volunteered as 
a counselor at Camp Vatra; and, as a member of Presen- 
tation of Our Lord Church, she has been active in AROY, 
choir, and taught Sunday School. She was on the Na- 
tional AROY Board and continues to contribute articles 
to the AROY Newsletter and the Solia. 

ARFORA congratulates Alexandra on her outstand- 
ing achievements. 


Rebekah is a member of the National Honor Society 
and graduated sixth in her class in 2004. A memorable 
achievement was the writing of a Romanian Cookbook 
with recipes and family anecdotes. She also volunteered 
at the local hospital and at the YMCA’s Women’s Shel- 
ter. 

Rebekah attended Junior Camp at the Vatra and was 
a Debutante at the AROY Convention in Cleveland. As 
a college student, she has remained active in her church, 
Girl Scouts and community. 


We congratulate Rebekah on her outstanding achieve- 
ments. 


Adela M. Price, ARFORA President. 
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CONGRATULATIONS (GRADUATES! 


Teva Regule, daugh- 
ter of Judge John and 
Elizabeth (Veta) 
Regule, was awarded a 
Master of Divinity de- 
gree (M.Div.) with 
highest distinction 
(summa cum laude) 
| from Holy Cross Greek 
|| Orthodox School of 
| Theology in Brookline, 
Mass. on May 19, 2007. 
During her time at semi- 
nary, she participated in 

the liturgical as well as 

the academic life of the 
seminary —chanting, reading the epistle, and serving 
as the Chapel Librarian. In addition, she coordinated 
the Graduate Women Study Group. From these expe- 
riences, she developed an interest in liturgical theol- 
ogy and was recently recognized by the school and the 
Massachusetts Bible Society for “excellence in the 
liturgical reading of the Scriptures.” Moreover, this 
past winter, she won the school’s “Three Hierarchs” 
Competition with a paper entitled, “The Role of Memory 
in Identity Formation in the Jewish Passover and Or- 
thodox Christian Paschal Feasts.” In 2006, she was 
elected to Who’s Who in American Colleges and Uni- 
versities. 

Teva is a member of Holy Cross Orthodox Church 
in Hermitage, Pa. She is a past Camp Vatra camper 
and counselor, and was a member of the National 
Board of the American Romanian Orthodox Youth 
(AROY) for ten years, serving as National President 
for two years (1987-89). She recently described her 
seminary experience as follows: “It has been a very 
rewarding time in my life. I have examined and, hope- 
fully, grown in my faith. For years prior to attending 
seminary, I had worked in youth and young adult 
ministries (OCF) as well as the ministry of women in 
the Church, but my seminary experience has allowed 
me to expand my service to the Church in ways I had 
never imagined when I began the program. It has 
given me the education necessary to be able to speak 
at a number of conferences, most recently in England 
"ata conference entitled, Women and Men in the Church, 
sponsored by the Fellowship of St. John the Baptist 
under the direction of Bishop Kallistos Ware, give my 
first adult retreat (“Growing Spiritually through Lit- 
urgy”), preach a number of sermons in the liturgical 
assembly in various settings, participate in a chap- 
laincy internship ministering to the elderly, speak as 
an Orthodox representative to the World Council of 
Churches Women’s Desk in meetings in New York, 
Geneva, and Porte Allegre, Brazil, and contribute to 
various WCC publications; and most recently, travel 


Teva Regule 
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to Turkey and Greece to meet and dialogue with hier- 
archy and other theologians from the larger Church. I 
encourage all who have the opportunity, to go to semi- 
nary— both men and women. It is a place to prepare 
both clergy and lay leaders.” 

Teva plans to continue her theological studies, con- 
centrating on the area of liturgical theology, and hopes 
to continue to serve the Church in the years ahead. 


Graduates who are members of Sts. Peter & Paul 
Church, Dearborn Heights, Michigan 


Cristina Laslo, daugh- 
ter of Melania & 
Alexandru Agopsca of 
Dearborn, MI, graduated 
from Dearborn High 
School on June 8, 2007, 
where she was an honor 
roll student for the last 
three years. She was ac- 
tive as secretary of the 
French Club and a volun- 
teer at Oakwood Hospi- 
tal. She received a Michi- 
gan Promise Scholarship, 
Michigan Competitive 
Scholarship and awards in 
French and Science. Her plans for the future are to 
attend Wayne State University (Pre-Med and Medical 
School) to become an oncologist. At Sts. Peter & Paul 
Church, Cristina is currently secretary of the AROY 
Chapter and very much involved in church life. 


Cristina Laslo 


Elena Maria Stanulet, 
daughter of John & 
Mariana Stanulet of South 
Lyon, MI, graduated from 
South Lyon High School 
where she received hon- 
ors in Music for choral 
performances in two var- 
sity choirs, participating 
in many musical and 
drama productions, as well 
as talent shows (she was 
the 2007 South Lyon 
(American) Idol winner). i A 
She was a member of the o et 
Thespians Club and was Elena Maria Stanulet 
active on the cheerleading squad, where she coached 
middle-school girls for two years. Elena enjoys sing- 
ing, but she wishes to pursue a career in elementary 
education, and plans to attend Schoolcraft College for 
two years, then transfer to Eastern Michigan Univer- 

Cont. on page 16 
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2006 GoLpy SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 


The recipients of the 2006 Dumitru Golea Goldy- 
Gemu Scholarships ($1500 each) are Megan E. Dembi 
and Claudia E. Roy. 


Megan Dembi, 
whose parents origi- 
nate from Arad and 
Bucharest, Romania, 
was born in Nampa, 
Idaho and graduated 
from Vallivue High 
School, Caldwell, 
Idaho, in May 2006, 
being the top student 
(Valedictorian) in her 
class (4.21 GPA) 
while taking the most 
advanced courses 
offered. She was an 
officer in the Tech- 
nology Club, a mem- 
ber of the National 
Honor Society, the 
debate team and a member of the Business Profes- 
sionals of America for three years, winning 8" place 
in the state keyboarding competition. She has won 
several awards, including 4" place in the Boise State 
University Classic expository and first runner up of 
the Caldwell Optimist’s award. In addition, she has 
volunteered frequently in the community at the local 
YMCA, the Caldwell Youth Court and Special Olym- 
pics. As president of the Interact Club, she has worked 
with the Salvation Army, in the Angel Tree project, as 
a bell ringer, in soup kitchens, city cleanup projects, 
fund-raising and the assembly and distribution of care 
packages. She is attending Albertson College of Idaho 
in Caldwell, Idaho, pursuing a course of study in 
Biology and Chemistry. 


Megan Dembi 


Claudia Roy, who 
was born and raised 
in a small town in 
Vrancea, Romania, is 
a permanent resident 
of Canada and is at- 
tending Algonquin 
College of the Uni- 
versity of. Ottawa, 
Ottawa, . Ontario, | 
Canada, where she is j 
pursuing a degree in 
nursing, planning to 


complete a specialty 

in geriatrics. She has 

consistently received 

exceptional grades Claudia Roy 
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(A+) in her coursework and is described by her pro- 
fessors as “an exceptional student,” “very bright, con- 
scientious, responsible ... deeply committed to her 
profession,” showed strong leadership skills “in gath- 
ering students to form a study group,” so that “not 
only was she able to learn the material extremely well, 
but she voluntarily helped many of her colleagues to 
learn the material as well!” One professor concludes: 
“Claudia relates with warmth and kindness to others 
and radiates a joyful enthusiasm that is infectious. She 
will be an excellent nurse.” Besides her pursuit of 
academic excellence, Claudia also has volunteered 
her services to the community at the Eye Institute at 
Ottawa Hospital and over the past summer for a vis- 
iting nursing organization, the VON. 

The recipients of the 2007 Scholarships will be 
announced in the next issue of Solia. 


Graduates Cont. from page 15 


sity. A graduate of Sts. Peter & Paul Sunday School, 
where she attended from pre-school through high 
school, Elena has delighted us with her beautiful voice 
at parish programs over the years. 


John Constantin 
Surducan is the son of 
John & Connie Surducan 
of Shelby Township, MI, 
and graduated from 
Romeo High School 
where he participated in 
High School Football for 
four years. He was also 
involved in Habitat for 
Humanity and Cure for 
Cancer at the school, and 
he plans to attend Oak- 

John Constantin land University in the fall. 

Surducan John attended Sts. Peter 

& Paul Sunday School for many years and faithfully 
served as an altar boy. 


WE CONGRATULATE ALL OF THIS YEAR'S 
GRADUATES AND WISH THEM MANY PRODUC- 
TIVE AND HAPPY YEARS! 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
ESE SMELLS SEES 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 
V Rev Fr Michael & Psa Lillian Lupu, 


COLT IIET A Gc E ale e ot IRI fel a on MR $1,315.74 
Rev Fr & Psa Andrew Lesko, Redlands, CA ................ $500.00 
Olivia Dickerman, Ypsilanti, MI... cauza $250.00 
Margareta Bulumete, Pembroke Pines, FL... $200.00 

(IMO George Bulumete) 

Marina Ficken, McLean, VA... aaa $200.00 
Paul & Silvia Teodorescu, Salinas, CA ......cccccccccccsssesees $200.00 

(IMO Psa. Valeria Teodorescu) 

Miron Bonca, Costa Mesa, CA ......... cocon et d $180.00 
Doru & Una Posteuca, Apple Valley, MN ........c..:..0-- $100.00 
(IMO Vasile Posteuca) 
Judge/Mrs John Regule, Hermitage, PA... $100.00 
Carrie Steski, Winnipeg, MB ..............c.cccscscsscesesesecesseseee $100.00 
Mary Ann Moga-Zarb, Bloomfield Hills, MI ............... $100.00 
Cathy & Lenny Jones, Philadelphia, PA «0.0.0.0... $60.00 
Elena Rodica Bogdan, Gloucester, ON .........c.ccccccesceeeseees $50.00 
M/M John DeMintich, Toronto, ON ...........ccccceeceseeeeeeees $50.00 
Elisa & Toma Goncerenco, San Jose, CA... $50.00 
V Rev Fr & Psa Dan Nenson, Regina, SK... $50.00 
Eugenia Poroch, St Clair Shores, MI ......0........cccccseesseseeees $50.00 
Daia Lilea; Caniield. OF. nn .cccveoscecscvessaantvactersaicosnsterases $50.00 
Dr Aurel Lupulescu, Southfield, MI... eeeeeeeee $35.00 
Veta Buzas, Allen Park, MI ............ccccccccssscssscssccsceescccecees $30.00 
Dumitru Stan, Burlington, ON .............cccessessesssessesesseeees $30.00 
Florence Brott, Austintown, OH ..............0ccccccssscesesseeeeeeee $25.00 
Psa Victoria Moldovan, New Castle, PA ...........cccccscesseees $25.00 
M/M George Oancea, Louisville, OH ...............ccccceeeeeees $25.00 
Adela Price, New Castle, PA ............:ccsscssscsssssssesscsseeseeeees $25.00 
George & Helen Ungham, Ellwood City, PA................. $25.00 
Helen Popa, Youngstown, OH ............-..cscsssceseseeeseeceeseeeeees $20.00 
Sophie Votta, Warren, MI ............:.:cssescssssesesceesscseeseenescene $15.00 
GENERAL DONATIONS ; 
IN atiomal-A ROR A 2 ois.c0cc05ooeatccciesonctesecderscrsesbsdicensaraos $1,200.00 

(Vatra Housekeeping) 

Cristian Oproiu, Warren, MI... nenea eenneeeenaneneenee nea $100.00 

(St Mary Chapel) 

Octavian Omoreanu, Etobicoke, ON .............csscseeseeeceees $90.17 
M/M Niculai Fedorovici, Livonia, M1 ..................::.:ss000 $60.00 
Sophie Votta, Warren, MI ................::sscsssessesessseseneneeenenees $45.00 
Florence & Bobby Westerfield, Warren, MI................... $30.00 
Drs Marius & Alis Vidinas, Bloomfield, MI .................. $25.00 
Connie Dufour, Livonia, MI .................esesesesseseeeseeeeseeseees $20.00 
Iustina Cantor, Commerce Twp, MI... nenea $10.00 
Michael & Lilianna Schester, Macomb Twp, MI........... $10.00 
Anna Serbu, Plainwell, MI .............:.:.ssssssssseesseneeeeseeseenes $10.00 
MEMORIAM 
Paul & Silvia Costea, Dearborn Hts, M1...............:e000 $100.00 

(IMO Maria Gheordunescu) 

M/ Cristian Gheordunescu, Livonia, MI .................. $100.00 

(IMO Maria Gheordunescu) 

- Mary Lazar, Del Ray Beach, FL ........-..ssessssssssereeseeseeners $100.00 

(IMO Walt Lazar who loved the Vatra) 

Mihalea Stanescu, Ann Arbor, ML ............::csesseeseeseees $100.00 

(IMO Doru Buburuzan) 

Nick & Patricia Barson, Anaheim, CA ............ssceserees $50.00 

(IMO Psa Grabowski) 

National ARFORA .......::0:cssscsscessssvsnseessossaseecssadterrscieressories $50.00 

(IMO Irene Buner) 

M/M Aristotle Diaconescu, Philadelphia, PA .................. $50.00 

(IMO Teddy Miclau) 

Mary Lazar, Del Ray Beach, FL... $25.00 

(IMO Cornel Cotosman) 

Psa Juliana Marinescu, Philadelphia, PA .............-..0000 $50.00 
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(IMO Teddy Miclau) 


Archdeacon David Oancea, Grass Lake, MI ...............-.-. $50.00 
(IMO Maria Gheordunescu) 

Judge/Mrs John J Regule, Hermitage, PA .............000000+ $50.00 
(IMO Psa Hildegard Grabowski) 

Rev Fr & Psa Panteleimon Stanciu, Canton, OH .......... $50.00 
(IMO deceased family members) 

Virginia Calin, Canton, OH 00.........cccccccccscsesescscstecseeeseeescees $25.00 
(IMO Dan Calin) 

Virginia Calin, Canton, OH .000.........c.ccccccesescsesessceseseseseeeees $25.00 
(IMO Psa Grabowski) 

Iuliana Campean, Grosse Pointe Park, MI..................000-- $20.00 
(IMO Valentina Cornea) 

Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL ...0.........cccccccecceseseeeeseeeeees $20.00 


(IMO Vasile Posteuca) 
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT (DUES) 


Holy Nativity, Chicago, Tb .0.........ccccsecesesessssescesecessees $30,560.00 
Annunciation, Montreal, QC .0.........cccesceeeescesceeceeeeeees $6,840.00 
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH .............:cccccsseseeseseeeeees $2,480.00 
StNicholas Troy Mis. cose ee ee eee $2,300.00 
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC ...........0..:.2cccccesceseeeeeseeees $2,235.00 
St Nicholas; Montreal OC... $1,560.00 
St John Chrysostom, Nashville, TN ...............:.:cce0000++ $1,140.00 
Brancoveanu Martyrs Mission, Montreal, QC .......... $1,096.00 
St Elias, Inglis*MBiettccscuscnsstese ce iste eee $690.00 
Holy Transfiguration Mission, West Hartford, CT ...... $500.00 
Holy Trinity, MacNutt, SK .0............ccccccccssscesesseesessseeeeees $270.00 
Holy Cross Mission, San Diego, CA... nenea $250.00 
St Mary, Calgary AB ae eee $187.20 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
Orthodox Brotherhood (USA) ...............c:cccscccsessceeeeeee $2,000.00 
M/M George Ross, Schererville, IN ...........cccsccceseeseeseeees $100.00 


(IMO Psa Grabowski) 
DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN ASSISTANCE 


Societatea Marasesti, Garden City, MI ..............:cseeeeees $50.00 
HIERARCH TRAVEL DONATIONS 

National AREORAT...< cca pe aza tea aa aaa a a eevee eee $1,200.00 

St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA.................:.:00+ $500.00 

St-John; Kitchener: ON 5 ea aa eee $463.95 

St: John,-Loronto ON. eee ee ceeace ai coda aa aaa $463.95 

Sts Constantin & Elena, Lilburn, GA ......ceca nenea $400.00 

Rev Fr & Psa Traian Stafiuc, Hazleton, PA.................. $200.00 

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

National AR OY i625 tite eee $3,500.00 
(Jr Camp Vatra) 

Orthodox Brotherhood (USA) .............::ccscsesceseeeesenees $2,000.00 
(Sr Camp Vatra) 

National: AREORA eee eee oa ee Saca Bal $1,200.00 

SEMINARIAN FUND 
Naţional: ARFORA sic az apasand as basca $1,500.00 


POST-CONGRESS DONATIONS 
V Rev Fr & Psa Panteleimon Stanciu, Canton, OH .... $100.00 
(45" anniversary of Priesthood) 


St Elias, Ellwood City, PA, cies sceststscl-tes-asstocsenssuecannvstaatesy $100.00 
Drs Eleanor & Rev Den John Bujea, Regina, SK ......... $60.00 
Lucian Micu, North York, ON ...........:csscssessssseeenessenseeeees $37.12 


A.R.O.Y — WM. R. STANITZ SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
DONATIONS IMO JOHN STANITZ 


Kathy Stanitz, Wheaton, IL ...............csseesesessseeseseseseenenees $445.00 
George & Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI... $150.00 
Cindy Cross, Wheaton) ID 3 accea oa arene poat aan seta $125.00 
Barbara Gawdzik, Berwyn, IL ................sessssseseseseeeeneneees $100.00 
Donald & Jo Anne Gebbie, Naperville, IN ............000 $100.00 
Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI ..............0000 $100.00 
M/M James Lafrenere, Bonita Springs, FL... $100.00 
Mike & Coral Lopez-Reed, Ann Arbor, MI... $100.00 
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George & Sadie Miralaeff Sr, Morton Grove, IL......... $100.00 


Lyn Ann Nitzu, Schaumburg, ÎL... $100.00 
Orthodox Brotherhood (USA) .............:::ccsccccescecsereeeeteees $100.00 
Andrew Prsybysz, Oak Park, IL... nenea $100.00 
Valer & Ileana Pufescu, Ann Arbor, M1 ....................-- $100.00 
Gus Vincent, Bloomfield Hills, MI ............. nene eeeeeee $100.00 
Irene Wegner, Chicago, IL... neeeeeeeenere eee eee eanana eee $100.00 
Jo A Lindenmeyer, Lombard, IL... nenea ceneneeee eee $75.00 
James & Phyllis Borus, Wheaton, IL ......ccce ceeace $50.00 
M/M Andrew Calin, Antioch, IL .... umane eneenaeeneeneeeeeenee $50.00 
Gordana Dragoi Curcic, Chicago. IL... nenea neeneeee $50.00 
Maria Draeoi, Chicago Mee $50.00 
Jack & Alice Dowling, Dowington, PA... eee $50.00 
John & Diane Fleaka, Mt Prospect, IL 0.0.2.0... eeeeeeseees $50.00 
Karl & Ellen Jurkonis, Villa Park, IL... $50.00 
Judith & George Kamiski, Woodbridge, IL.................... $50.00 
M/M Fred Klus, Wixom, MI cecene nenea nenea $50.00 
Valeriu & Eugenia Morariu, Morton Grove, IL............. $50.00 
M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI .................... $50.00 
M/M George Nichols, Park Ridge, IL .......... cesses $50.00 
Constantin Nan, Carrollton, TX cecene enaeae $50.00 
M/M Robert Ripper, Lombard, IL ....0.......cccceeeeeeeeeeeeees $50.00 
M/M George Ross, Schererville, IN... nene eeeeeeee $50.00 
Vincent & Jolie Saverino, Chicago, IL «0.00... $50.00 
Nicholas & Ruth Shargo, Wheaton, IL ....... caen eee $50.00 
Susan Lynn Spina, Schamburg, IL ou... nenea eee enenaeee $50.00 
Fred & Donna Vitalo, Wheaton, IL... ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee $50.00 
Mary Terese Wombold, Wheaton, IL .............:ccccseeseeeeeees $50.00 
M/M John Pop, Northbrook, IL uu... ceeeeseecesseceeeeeeeeees $40.00 
Diane Kisbac, Fairlawn, OH... nenea nenea ee eae eee $40.00 
M/M Robert Silich, Downers Grove, IL..............::c0:0c0000 $35.00 
Rodica Dicoi, Warren, MI ..i.5..cc:<.ccecsiesssvasstessccssescasdesostanese $30.00 
Therese Barrett, South Barrington, IL........meeenneenenaeneeaeee $25.00 
George C Cantor, Cleveland, OH... eeseeeeeeteeeeene $25.00 
Rita Gagliano, Roselle) Worcs cic taiecccsecceovteoeony-ontcaveteongsencs $25.00 
Nicholas & Mary Gibb, Lisle, IL... eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeees $25.00 
Violet Herzovi, Chicago, IL ........c..cccccccsecccsessccectteeecoaseseeas $25.00 
Elaine Kopoulos, Chicago, IL... nene eaeanenenenenenenenee $25.00 
Valer & Elaine Luca, Boardman, OH ................::cceeeeeee $25.00 
M/M Charles Nanas, Canto, MI ..............:ccccccescesceseseeeeenees $25.00 
Judge/Mrs John Regule, Hermitage, PA ....... cecene $25.00 
Bonnie J Stanchiu, Elgin Park, IL oo. eee eseeeeeeeeeeeee $25.00 
Robert & Linda Stone, Glen Ellyn, IL... $25.00 
M/M Patrick Walsh, Chicago, IL iunea eneaeaeee $25.00 
George & Dorothy Yanku, Chicago, IL ...............:..0 $25.00 
Christine C Geanon, Park Ridge, IL... eee $20.00 
Jane E Novotny, Hinsdale, IL... ceceeeececee cecene $20.00 
Ted & Lynn Rizo, Orland Park, IL ............cceseeseseeeseeeeees $20.00 
Kathryn Yanku, Chicago, IL o........cceeesesccssssesesssescseeseeeees $15.00 
Lorraine Daukus, Wheaton, IL ..... cuc nene eeeeaeneeaeaeeaeace $10.00 
2007 CONGRESS BANQUET DONATIONS 
$750.00 
~ Orthodox Brotherhood (USA) 
ati i $230.00 
; Marge Predeteanu, Bloomfield Hills, MI 

As ~ $200.00 

é Olivia Dic , Ypsilanti, MI; V Rev Fr & Psa Catalin Mitescu, 
Claremont, CA; M/M Alex C Popescu, Mount Royal, QC 

N $100.00 

_ VRev Fr Constantin Alecse, Los Angeles, CA; M/M Virgil Barbu, 


_ Brownsto MI; James Carabina, Woonsocket, RI; Sandy 
_ Cotosman, Addison, IL; M/M George Cucu, Falls Church. VA; 
nt of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA; V Rev Fr Casian 
Elmhurst, NY; Lelia Giurea, West Bloomfield, MI; V Rev 
r & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH; Marsha Klein, Hermit- 
on pui & ane Soop ee IL; Ro Fr & Psa 


CA: V Rev Fr & Psa Michael Lupu, Calgary, AB; V Rev Fr Onisie 
Morar, Woonsocket, RI; V Rev Fr & Psa Dimitrie Musta, 
Ridgewood, NY; M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI; V 
Rev Fr & Psa Ian Pac-Urar, Fairlawn, OH; V Rev Fr & Psa Simion 
Pavel, Chicago, IL; M/M Valer Pufescu, Ann Arbor, MI; JoAnn 
Ryan, Woonsocket, RI; Eleanor Stepanski, Troy, MI; Rev Dn 
Narcis Stoica, Buena Park, CA; V Rev Fr Dimitrie & Vasile 
Vincent, Redford, MI; Augustin Vincent, Bloomfield Hills, MI 

$75.00 
Rev Fr George Ursache, Chicago, IL; Daniel Miclau, Cleveland, 
OH 

$60.00 
V Rev Fr Adiran Fetea, Merrillville, IN 

$50.00 
Rev Fr & Psa Cosmin Antonescu, Youngstown, OH; Marius & 
Adelina Balog, Elmhurst, IL; M/M Vasile Borsu, Canton, OH; 
George C Cantor, Cleveland, OH; M/M Radu Cosma, Dearborn 
Hts, MI; V Rev Fr & Psa Leo Copacia, Jr, Shelby Twp, MI; Ray 
& Dianne Farah, Northville, MI; Rev Fr & Psa Anton Frunza, 
Byron Center, MI; Vasile Gheorghian, Evanston, IL; V Rev Fr 
Laurence Lazar, Southfield, MI; Rev Fr Cladiu Lutai, Alexandria, 
VA; Subdeacon Robert Aaron Mitchell, Detroit, MI; Alina Oprea, 
Pomona, CA; Rev Dn Ovidiu Pacurar, Miramar, FL; Emil Panzaru, 
Fort Lee, NJ; Olga Petersen, St Clair Shores, MI; V Rev Fr Traian 
Petrescu, New York, NY; Silvius Sfera, Hollywood, FL; Cornel 
Stana, Falls Church, VA 

$40.00 
Rev Fr & Psa Ioan Bogdan, Olmsted Falls, OH; Lazar & Maria 
Knezevici, Kitchener, ON; Steve & Vasa Muncan, Sr, Waterloo, 
ON; Ronald & Steven Muresan, Bloomfield Hills, MI; Mihai Pop, 
West Bloomfield, MI; Petar & Maria Popov, Glendale, NY; V 
Rev Fr & Psa Eugen Rosu, Cortland, OH 

$37.12 
Lucian & Ioanna Micu, North York, ON 

$30.00 
M/M George Aldea, Royal Oak, MI; Anonymous; Rebecca 
McMahon, Rochester Hills, MI; Nicolae Miklja, Kitchener, ON; 
Tudor Murgoci, Kitchener, ON; Mary Katherine Stanesa, Dearborn, 
MI; Elena Ulita, Ypsilanti, MI 

$25.00 
Richard Grabowski, Warren, OH; Adela Price, New Castle, PA; 
Mary Sankey, New Castle, PA 

$20.00 
Anonymous; Anonymous; Anonymous; Ana Maria Coman, Chi- 
cago, IL; Cosmin & Daniela Cotuna, Ann Arbor, MI; Ielita Daba, 
Oak Park, MI; Val Dominte, Marysville, WA; MM Nicolae 
Fedorovici, Livonia, MI; Cecelia Harrison, Akron, OH; M/M Paul 
Hildreth, Burton, MI; Anna Jonescu, Westland, MI; Michael Kuziak, 
Barberton, OH; Delia Marina, Kitchener, ON; Elena Mugoci, 
Vancouver, BC; M/M Bill Murray, Regina, SK; Veturia Nicula, 
Livonia, MI; Helen Oprita, Roseville, MI; Jessica Precop, South 
Lyon, MI; Constantin & Silvia Roman, Westland, MI; Rev Fr & 
Psa Cosmin Sicoe, Regina, SK; Mary M Stanesa, Dearborn, MI; 
Mircea & Ana Vasiu, Farmington Hills, MI; 
Rev Dn Wayne Paul Wright, Fairlawn, OH 

$10.00 


Florin Petcu, Westland, MI; Alex Radulescu, Farmington Hills, E 


MI; Lucia Stan, Ypsilanti, MI 
$5.00 
Anonymous; Anonymeuss Anonymous; Mike Strugar, Milan, MI 
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Airinei, Paul Michael, son of Rev. Dn. Mircea & Dsa. Jamie Airinei, 

Wilkes-Barre, PA. St. Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA. Godpar- 
ents: Gheorghe & Anta Diana Acsente. 

Alexandru, Maria, daughter of Iulian & Simona Alexandru, Lachine, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Victor & Marika Verzea. 

Amorim, Sienna Alexis, daughter of Paul Decosta Amorim & Silvia-Ann 
Miter, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: John & 
Virginia Amorim. 

Amzu, Andrei, son of George & Corina L. Amzu, Woodbridge, ON. St. 
George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Aurelia & Catalin Tender. 

Amzu, Daria, daughter of George & Corina L. Amzu, Woodbridge, ON. 
St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Aurelia & Catalin Tender. 

Andrei, Caroline, Stephanie, daughter of Remus Andrei & Daria Dradanoiu, 
Brossard, QC. St. Nicholas, QC. Godparents: Dan & Speranta Gherga. 

Anghel, Marie Sophie, daughter of Viorel Anghel & Marinela Graur, 
Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Stefan & 
Carmen Ionescu. 

Anghel, Sarah Vivien, daughter of Ionut & Cosette M. Anghel, Hinsdale, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Adrian & Senisa Mancise. 

Antimie, Alexandra Claudia, daughter of Mircea & Viorica C. Antimie, 
Peoria, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Viorica Pop. 

Apodaca, Demitri Auturo, son of Adrian & Sally M. Apodaca, Chantilly, 
VA. Protection of the Mother of God, Falls Church, VA. Godparents: 
John & Kami Cleary. 

Arhire, Luca Gabriel, son of Razvan M. & Georgiana E. Arhire, Outremont, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparent: Alexandra Schor. 

Asghedom, Luna Abeba, daughter of Asghedom Negasi & Adiam Michael, 
Springfield, VA. Protection of the Mother of God, Falls Church, VA. 
Godparent: Helen Oukubazghi. 

Asimos, Anastasia Tessa, daughter of Chris Asimos & Jodi Estes-Edmund, 
Phoenix, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Phil & Helen Mitchell. 

Asimos, Maria Emma, daughter of Chris Asimos & Jodi Estes-Edmund, 
Phoenix, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: John & Sandy 
Annos. : 

Athanasaw, Alexander Constantine, son of Daniel & Stephanie S. 
Athanasaw, Fredericksburg, VA. Protection of the Mother of God, 
Falls Church, VA. Godparent: Joseph Cox 

Baderca, Christian Gabriel, son of Razvan C. Baderca & Elena Miculescu, 
Cote-Saint Luc, QC. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparents: Marius 
& Georgeta Medveschi. 

Barbu, Nicholas, Cristian & Laura B. Barbu, Saint Hubert, QC. Ascen- 
sion, Montreal, QC. Godparent: Mihai Rotaru. 

Beecham, Caleb Joachim, son of Jonathan Beecham & Allison Evans, 
Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN. Godpar- 
ents: Brian and Jennifer Pletcher. . 

Bicheru, Carla, daughter of Cosmin A. & Nicoleta M.F. Bicheru, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Maria & Mihai Fialcovschi. 

Boarca, Alexia Timea, daughter of Stelian & Bianca V. Boarca, Oakville, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Tatiana & George 
Georgescu. 

Bobos, Sebastian, son of George & Erika Bobos, Montreal, QC. St. 
Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Corneliu & Adriana Dumitrescu. 

Boldea, Aryana Cassia, daughter of Sorin & Eleonora A. Boldea, Phoe- 
nix, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Mariana Boldea. 

- Brasoveanu, Daniel Alexander, son of Benoni & Dorina D.C. Brasoveanu, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: George and 
Angela Sichiu. 

Brici, Luca David, son of Sorin Brici & Andreea Bonta, LaSalle, QC. St. 
Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Cristian & Violeta Toth. 

Bruce, Iosif Ernest, son of Christopher & Raluca C. Bruce, Roselle, IL. 
St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dan & Luminita Rachi. 

Bruketa, Mary Natalya, daughter of James & Geraldine G. Bruketa, 
Alix, AB. St. Elias, Lennard, MB. Godparent: Sandra LeClerc. 

Buchser, Saskia Freia, daughter of Roberderle & Ana C. Buchser, San 
Jose, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: Tudor Havriliuc & 
Kelli Cree. 

Bundas, Jason Gheorghe, son of Gheorghe & Anca M. F. Bundas, 
Inkster, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Enciu & 
Ana Valisi. LAR 
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Burtea, Radu Stefan Andrei, son of Ionut Burtea & Mihaela Tanase, 
Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparent: Raluca Manzicu. 
Calini, Aeden Adrian, son of Florin Calini & Andrea Petrus, Scottsdale, 

AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Iuliu & Corina Bucsi. 

Castillo, Mia Larisa, daughter of Gabriel & Codruta-Maria Castillo, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Mihaela Leontina 
Lung. 

Casvan, Rihanna, daughter of Vasile & Claudia J. Casvan, Sterling 
Heights, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Radu & 
Veronica Varzar. 

Charalambous, Adamos Sebastian, son of Jason & Laura Charalambous, 
Phoenix, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Loreana Pasca. 
Cheuka, Cole John, son of Robert J. & Melanie L. Cheuka, Inglis, MB. 
St. John, Shell Valley, MB. Godparents: Walther & Holly Kelbert. 
Cibian, Julian, son of loan P. & Anduta Cibian, Waterloo, ON. St. John, 

Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Cristian & Mary Radu. 

Cimpean, lulian Liviu, son of Florin L. & Traci Cimpean, St. John, IN. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Nicu & Delia Cimpean. 
Ciulu, Beatrice, daughter of Marcel & Alina-Liliana D. Ciulu, Richmond 
Hill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Ovidiu & Alexandra 

Cristea. 

Codre, Daniel Viorel, son of Ioan & Viorica Codre, Sarasota, FL. St. 
Stephen the Great, Clearwater, FL. Godparent: Anca Chintoan 

Comsa, Alexander Calin, son of Radu H. & Claudia L. Comsa, Phoenix, 
AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Dorin & Simona Lohan 

Comsa, Tudor, son of Alexandru & Mihaela-Rodica I. Comsa, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Catalin & Cristina Mocanu. 

Courtney, Scott Michael, son of Lee & Oana S. Courtney, Richmond 
Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adrian & Stefania 
Ifrim. 

Craciunoiu-Davidescu, Alexia Stephanie, daughter of Cosmin E. 
Craciunoiu & Elena M. Davidescu, Montreal, QC. Ascension, Montreal, 
QC. Godparent: Catalin & Mirela Praf. 

Craig, Constantin Darren, son of +James & Donna R. Craig, Newmarket, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Simona Carrier & Laura 
Thomson. 

Craig, Nicolae Declan, son of Darren and Dana P. Craig, Newmarket, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Simona Carrier & Laura 
Thomson. 

Craioveanu, Ana, daughter of Nicolae & Ana C. Craioveanu, Phoeniz, 
AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Florin & Nicoleta Buliga. 

Cretu, Patrick, son of Adrian N. & Ecaterina C. Cretu, Royal Oak, MI. 
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Gabriel & Ana 
Maria Gabriel. 

Cristolovean, Elizabeth Ioana, daughter of Daniel Cristolovean & Nela 
Miron, Laval, QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Gabriel & 
Carmen Micu 

Csabai, Anthony George, son of Razvan & Mariana Csabai, Chicago, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Emil, Aurora, Paula & Dan 
Rusca. 

Cupsa, Maxim Calen, son of Domitian Cupsa & Diana Pop, Forest Hills, 
NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparent: Monica Pop. 

Cureteanu, Raul Silviu, son of Radu S. & Argentina M.O. Cureteanu, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Valentin & Adela 
Colhon. 

Dagau, Cristian, son of Tudor & Bianca Dagau, Phoenix, AZ. St. John, 
Giendale, AZ. Godparent: Mircea Sabau. 

Dantes, Adelina, daughter of Alin & Tatiana Dantes, Phoenix, AZ. St. 
John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Cristina Turcitu. 

Dheri, Alex Philip, son of Arian Dheri & Roxana Bucur, Toronto, ON. St. 
George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Cosmin Damian & Emilia Mihai. 

Dinca, Gabriel, son of Romica & Daniel Cosmina Dinca, Dorval, QC. 
Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Ovidiu & Monica Popovici 

Dobrovolschi, Sandra Natalia, daughter of Constantin & Natalia L. 
Dobrovolschi, Westland, MI. Sts. Peter and Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI. 
Godparents: Ciprian Pascu & Gianina Colac. 

Dram, Emma Stephanie, daughter of Radu & Diana G. Dram, Naperville, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Vitalie & Elena Dobanda. 

Dumitriu, Luc, son of Valentin Dumitriu & Daniela Rosca, Aurora, ON. 
St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Alexandru & Adina E. Nita. 
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Eawaz, Danush, son of Ali & Caridad Eawaz, Tamarac, FL. Sts. Michael 
and Gabriel, Orlando, FL. Godparents: Doru Bradea & Iani Blaj. 
Edmund, Sava Noble, son of Albert & Jodi Edmund, Phoenix AZ. St. 

John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Phil & Helen Mitchell. 

Enuica, Ana Andreea, daughter of Cosmin G. & Alina O.V. Enuica, 
Richmond Hill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Sorin & 
Anca Tanasescu. 

Erlich, Casandra Cornelia, daughter of David Ryan & Catalina Erlich, 
Chandler, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Bogdan & Rodica 
Dorin. 

Florescu, Stephanie, daughter of Alin & Magdalena O. Florescu, Rich- 
mond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Gabriel & 
Mihaela Oprescu. 

Fritsch, Alina Sophia, daughter of Adrian & Brindusa B. Fritsch, Etobicoke, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Norocel & Diana Popa. 

Gagea, Gabriel Robert, son of Virgiliu Gagea & Doina Romosan, Rich- 
mond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Sergiu & Marilena 
Dragut. 

Garcia-Radu, Devid Alexander, son of Jose Garcia & Ana Maria Radu, 
Toronto ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Nicolae & Anca 
Staicu. 

Gavrila, Aidan Alexander, son of Dan & Leslie F.V. Gavrila, Coralville, 
IA. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Laleiu Tomus & Lisa 
Hansen. 

Gisondi, Roman, son of Franco & Simona T. Gisondi, Mississauga, ON. 
St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adriana & Paul Ciacoi-Pop 
Gleyzer, Tyler Jovan, son of Vladimir & Monica F. Gleyzer, Highland 
Park, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: John Potts & Phyllis 

Zecevic. 

Gnatenco, Alexis Maria, daughter of Julian & Carmen D. Gnatenco, 
Darien, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Victor & Mona 
Papari. 

Gnatenco, Emily Renee, daughter of Julian & Carmen D. Gnatenco, 
Darien, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Adrian & Oana 
Olarn. 

Golea, Matei, son of Viorel & Cristina R. Golea, Toronto, ON. St. John, 
Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Calin & Andreea Rotaru. 

Gonciulea, Victor Anthony, son of Nicolae & Steluta D. M. Gonciulea, 
Dexter, MI. Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: 
Constantin Gonciulea & Liana Magda Badita. 

Grosu, David, son of Ioan Grosu & Gabriela Teodorescu, Montreal, QC. 
St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Viorel & Monica Gaita. 
Hess, William Brandon, son of Jack & Christina Hess, Marion, OH. 
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MJ. Godparents: Dumitru & Elvira 

Amarandei. 

Hogsett, Maximus Ezekiel, son of Silouan C. & Thecla D. Hogsett, 
Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine and Helen, Indianapolis, IN. God- 
parents: Stephen & Margaret Stone. 

Iancu, Matei, son of Ion-Catalin Iancu & Alina Biris, Pierrefonds, QC. St. 
Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: George & Oana Micu. 

Ilea, Nicholas Daniel, son of Horea & Denisa D. Ilea, Wood Dale, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Marius, lonelia-Adelina & 
Radu Balog. 

Iliescu, Alexander, son of Sandu & Cristiana L. Iliescu, Niles, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dumitru & Rodica Sarb 

Ioncu, Patrick Matei, son of Cosmin & Sorina-Georgeta T. loncu, NDG, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Florin & Laura Mija. 

Ionescu, Isabella Sofia, daughter of Constantin Ionescu & Roxana Stoleru, 
Ile Perrot, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Marcel & 
Laura Marian. 

Ionescu, Nicholas Adrian, son of Adrian A. & Georgeta A. Ionescu, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Adrian & Corina 
Bradu. 

Iorgoveanu, Dylan George, son of Tanase & Tania C. lorgoveanu, Middle 
Village, NY. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. Godpar- 
ents: Marius & Marsha Vertan. 

Iqbal, Sarah Anastasia, daughter of Javed Iqbal & Adriana Cupsa, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Diana & Ovidiu Farcas. 

Istrate, Evelina-Maria, daughter of Ioan C. & Geanina M. P. Istrate, 
see IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Neculai & Tatiana 

avel. 

luhas, Daria Adriana, daughter of Bogdan O. & Adriana P. Iuhas, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Gheorge & 
Florica Pop. 


„Ivan, Selena, daughter of Nicolae Ivan & Victoria Popescu, Farmington 


Hills, MI. Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Petrica 
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& Elena Constandache and Marian & Beatrice Iliescu. 

Jecu, David, son of Catalin & Alina V. Jecu, Montreal, QC. Ascension, 
Montreal, QC. Godparents: Virgil & Gina Folea. 

Joita, Sebastian Victor, son of Marius C. & Irina Marcu Joita, Redford, 
MI. Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Marius & 
Mihaela Pacurar. 

Jurca, Alexia Noemi, daughter of Lucian & Nona C. Jurca, St. Lambert, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Calin Foale & Irina Radu. 

Juverdianu, Branco, son of Cristian L. Juverdianu & Liliana E. Dusa, 
Dorval, QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Dan & Ioana 
Potra. 

Kies, William Thomas, son of Thomas & Laurie M. Kies, Dearborn, MI. 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI. Godparents: Daniel J. George & 
Helen Hentes. 

Krecu, Alexander Lucian, son of Lucian & Corina T. Krecu, Des Plaines, 
IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparent: Lucian Petrovic. 

Lacatus, Amos Narcis, son of Timor & Dagmar D. Lacatus, Chicago, iS Ey: 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Remus & Dana Rustiuc. 
LaFay, Michael Dennis, son of Michael D. & Connie S.T. LaFay, Westland, 
MI. Sts. Peter and Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI. Godparents: John & 

Rebecca Petroi. 

Lekic, Magdalena, daughter of Andrija & Ana Lekic Ceruga, Forest 
Hills, NY. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 

Lemay, Logan Wilfred, son of Andrew & Ruxandra Lemay, Avondale, 
AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Paul & Ana Grigoras. 

Lohan, Denise Nicole, daughter of Daniel & Nicoleta I. Lohan, Skokie, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Vasile, Liliana, Anthony, 
Nicholas & Michael Lohan. 

Mandoiu-Puscasu, Caroline-Marie, daughter of Mihai I. Puscasu & 
Cornelia Mandoiu- Puscasu, Montreal, QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. 
Godparents: Cristian Mandoiu & Amneris Puscasu. 

Manolache, Victor Gabriel, son of Radu Manolache-Mazilu & Iulia 
Ignat, Montreal, QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Danut & 
Ioana Filip. 

Margina, Christian-Ioan, son of Nicolae & Viorica T. Margina, Lasalle, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Tudor & Veronica Savciuc. 

Marian, David Michael, son of Marcel & Camelia B. Marian, N. Barrington, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Mircea, Dana & Bianca 
Hau. 

Marin, Gabriela Selma, daughter of Pompiliu & Jeni Z. Marin, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Gabriela & Iulian 
Haralambie. 

Marinescu, Julia Maria, daughter of Victor Marinescu & Daniela Nedelea, 
Pierrefonds, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Mircea & 
Cristina Neacsu. 

Matei, Andrei Flavius, son of Petru D. & Nadia Matei, Glendale, AZ. St. 
John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Maria Parau, Daniela & Lucian 
Szakacs, & Fr. Vasile Parau. 

Mic, Raul Nicholas, son of Ilie M. Mic & Ioana C.-Laslo, LaSalle, QC. 
St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Mircea Caba & Raluca 
Antonescu. 

Miciu, Gabriel Catalin, son of Cosmin F. & Aliana B. Miciu, Chicago, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Catalin & Daniela Asofiei. 

Micsa, Edeline Antonia, daughter of Vasile O. & Liliana D. P. Micsa, 
Berwyn, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dan Ciulea & 
Florica Micsa. 

Mirica, Marcus Alexander, son of Claudiu & Ramona Mirica, Westland, 
we Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Gabriel & Luminita 

troe. 

Mitrea, Cristian, son of Vasile & Carmen M.Z. Mitrea, Montreal, QC. 
Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Liviu & Simona Riglea. 

Mitroi-Banu, Alec Ioan, son of Cristian Mitroi & Cristina Ionescu, 
Dorval, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Eugen & Monica 
Solomon. 

Moga, Sebastian Connor, son of Moise D. & Mariana L. Moga, Mt. 
Prospect, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Jon & Elena Kisereu. 

Mondiru, Ioana, daughter of Silviu & Rodica C. Mondiru, Montreal, Qc. 
Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Ovidiu & Daniela Gafencu. 

Morgan, Elena Mayela Carmela, daughter of Ricardo Morgan & Andreea 
A. Manea, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Livia Sahleanu. 

Motea, Alexander Luke, son of Gabi & Marina E. Motea, Oakland, MI. 
poa of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Gabriel & Marioara 

asile. : = 

Motorga, David Nicholas, son of Narcis & Loredana M. Motorga, Des 
pene! IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dumitru & Rodica 

arb. ; 

Muskan, Adrian Dragalin, son of Dragalin & Renata L. Muskan, 
Ridgewood, NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. God- 
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parents: Radomir & Ruzica Novacov. 

Naparu, Victor Raymond, son of Nicolae D. & Alena D. Naparu, Montreal, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Ioan & Livia Simionescu. 

Neculache, Alexander, son of Dorinel & Claudia G. Neculache, Shererville, 
IN. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Emil & Raluca Constantine 
and Adrian & Carmen Tiutiu. 

Negrea, Nicole Sofia, daughter of Nicolae & Daniela L. Negrea, Glen- 
dale, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Nicusor & Mariana 
Porneala. 

Nicolae, Luca Cristian, son of Cristian & Nicoleta B. Nicolae, Mt. 
eee IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Florin & Daniela 

avin. 

Nicolau, Matthew Jiwon, son of Bogdan Nicolau & Han Hyunjoo, River 
Edge, NJ. St. Dimitru, New York, NY. Godparents: Miruna-Andreea 
Chelariu. 

Nielander, Anna Ruby, daughter of Brian Nielander & Amy Cristina 
Cristof, Royal Oak, MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godpar- 
ents: Wesley & Rebecca Simian. 

Oades, Lucian Alexander Radu, son of Jeremy P.C. Oades & Corina 
Buruiana, New York, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparent: 
Radu Buruiana. 

Oana, Luca Nicolae, son of Sabin Caius & Iulia T. Oana, Riverside, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Gheorghe, Anca & Alexandru 
Mihalca. 

Olar, Petar George, son of Sorin Olar & Maria Olar Nikolica, Kitchener, 
ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Petar & Elena Gedja. 
Olaru, Anissia, daughter of Mihai & Gabriela S. Olaru, Moutreal, QC. 

Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Florinel & Mihaela Maftei. 

Olaru, Sofia, daughter of Adrian & Oana M. Olaru. Naperville, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Catalin & Juliana Acostandei and 
Maria Olaru. 

Olteanu, Emma Ioana, daughter of Gabriel V. & Maria C. M. Olteanu, 
Middle Village, NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 
Godparents: Gica & Liliana Gheorghe. 

Onea, Daria Andrea, daughter of Teodor S. Onea & Alina M. Cosma, 
Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Adrian & 
Gabriela Stoica. 

Pantiru, Elisabeth Aurelia, daughter of Mihaela Pantiru, Chicago, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Vasile Uta & Adela Moldovan. 

Paraschivu, Anda Ioana, daughter of Dorel S. & Maria S. Paraschivu, 
Peoria, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Lavinia Pop & Tamas 
Levay. 

Patrascu, Julia, daughter John & Daciana A.C. Patrascu, Skokie, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dan & Elena Tulban. 

Pavelescu, Sofia Elena, daughter of Cristian & Andrada M.R. Pavelescu, 
Edmonton, AB. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Anca-Ioana 
& Alexandru G. Stan. 

Peslari, Jonah Jude, son of George & Jennifer Peslari, Pilot Butte, SK. 
St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. Godparent: Teresa Bleaumert. 
Petca, Jessica Marina, daughter of Ioan & Marinela C. Petca, Chicago, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dumitru & Isabelle Petca- 

Raymond and Eugen & Irina Cardos. 

Peti-Bota, Maria, daughter of Gigel & Alina S. Bota, Farmington Hills, 
MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Cristina & 
Daniel Badiu. 

Pocanschi, Nicholas David, son of Cosmin L. & Bianca M. C. Pocanschi, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Emil & Doris 
Mihalcea. 

Popa, Silviu Jr., son of Silviu & Elena P. Popa, Morton Grove, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Soriu & Dana Covaci. 

Popescu, Corina, daughter of Catalin O. & Cuanita G. Popescu, Thornhill, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparent: Raluca Dobre. 

Pora, Aron Mihai, son of Ioan A. & Creola E. D. Pora, Mississauga, ON. 
St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Virgil & Olimpia Vintila. 

Provencher, Kelly Alison, daughter of Kenneth & Elena Provencher, 
Phoenix, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Camelia Stancu. 

Radu, Roxanne, daughter of Julian & Daniela P. Radu, Montreal, QC. 
Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Radu & Cristina Eftimie. 

Ramon, Ethan Julian, son of Julian T. & Simona G. Ramon, Phoenix, 
AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Jenny Ross. 

Randolph, Micaela Anne, daughter of Travis & Adriana Randolph, Peo- 
ria, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Geniu & Maria Deian. 

Romanescu, Nicholas, son of Gabriel & Ariana C. Romanescu, Toronto, 

ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Dan & Cristina Dobrin. 

Rosculet, Avram Florin, son of Sergiu M. Rosculet & Patricia A. Rochianu, 
Cole St. Luc, QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Horatiu & 
Iulia-Patricia Pop. 

Rusu, Sebastien Nicolas, son of Ioan Rusu & Ana Preda, Boucherville, 
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QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Gheorghe & Constantina 
Buzea. 

Sava, Maria Celeste, daughter of Sorin Celeste & Georgiana Nitu, Montreal, 
QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Tuta Romano. 

Savciuc, Eugenia Helene, daughter of Grigore Savciuc & Ana Frunza, 
Montreal, QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Gheorghe & 
Liuba Stefanta. 

Savu, Joanna, daughter of Ciprian & Ioana B. Savu, Sterling Hts., MI. 
Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Mircea & Eleonora 
Halmaghi. 

Serban, Stefania Elisa, daughter of Mirel & Cristina D. T. Serban, 
Mississauga, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparent: Ana Tigla. 

Sfera, Danielle Ann, daughter of John & Dragana S. Sfera, Howard 
Beach, NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 

Sfera, Michael John, daughter of John & Dragana S. Sfera, Howard 
Beach, NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 

Skumpija, Johnny George, son of Jon & Maria P. Skumpija, Forest Hills, 
NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 

Stanila, Sarah Michelle, daughter of Dan & Simona L. Stanila, Plainfield, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Daniel & Cristina C. 
Tuluca. 

Stefan, Valerie, daughter of Nilu & Iuliana N. Stefan, Pointe Claire, QC. 
Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Emil & Mihaela Mezesan. 
Stoica, Evan Matthew, son of Magdin & Andreea M. Stoica, Campbelville, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Ciprian & Alexandra 

Malaia. 

Sturzu, Clarissa-Simone Ana, daughter of Alexandru & Carmen B. 
Sturzu, North York, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Nicolae 
& Silvina Zgardan. 

Toth, Dylan-Alexandru, son of Ferencz & Mihaela D. F. Toth, Montreal, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Aurelian & Florica Puscas. 

Valeanu, Yanis Nicolas, son of Nicolae & Mariana A. Valeanu, Clinton 
Twp., MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Mihai & 
Mariana Ifrim. 

Vasile, Eliza Maria, daughter of Catalin & Georgiana J. Vasile, Troy, MI. 
St. Nicholas, Troy, MI. Godparents: Alin & Magdalina Pampu. 

Vertan, Jeremy Nikolas, son of Marius & Marsha Comboianu Vertan, 
Middle Village, NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 
Godparents: Elena & Dumitru Culetu. 

Vilcu, Robert, son of Daniel Vilcu & Clementa Istrata-Jacob, Orland 
Park, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Nicu, Georgeta & 
Gabriel Virdaru. 

Vincent, Hudson Mark, son of Mark & Katherine Vincent, Birmingham, 
MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Charles & 
Barbara Nanas. 

Wasilowiez, Benjamin Jason, son of Emil & Delia Wasilowiez, Phoenix, 
AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Olivia Lazar. 

Williams, Travis Alan, son of Travis & Nadia Williams, Tempe, AZ. St. 
John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Alex & Lana Johnson. 

Wilson, Aaron, son of Jack & Elizaveta Wilson, Chandler, AZ. St. John, 
Glendale, AZ. Godparent: Andy Hadzhinian. 

Yladoianu, David Lee, son of Liviu & Luiza Yladoianu, Peoria, AZ. St. 
John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Darren & Angie McNamera. 

Zimmer, Olivia Wakly Yane, daughter of Dean Zimmer & Jillian Ungarian, 
Inglis, MB. St. Elias, Lennard, MB. Godparents: Rayanne & Cathy 
Ungarian. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Apodaca, Adrian, Chantilly, VA. Protection of the Mother of God, Falls 
Church, VA. Rev. Fr. David Subu. 

Apodaca, Sally C.M., Chantilly, VA. Protection of the Mother of God, 
Falls Church, VA. Rev. Fr. David Subu. 

Eawaz, Danush, Tamarac, FL. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Orlando, FL. 
Rev. Fr. Daniel Ghica. 

Etzkorn, Luke Kurt Michael, Novi, MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, 
MI. V. Rev. Fr. Laurence Lazar. 

Heinz, Lawrence, Surprise, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. Rev. Fr. Alin 
Muntean. 

Nantel, Jean-Pierre, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. V. Rev. Fr. 
Ioan Bunea. 


MARRIAGES 


Butas, Cosmin Emil and Liliana Carmen Ionescu, Mesa, AZ. St. John, 
Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Marius & Amanda Butas. 
Circiumaru, Teodor Alexandru and Dana Circiumaru, Toronto, ON. 
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Parish Register Cont. from page 21 


St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Gheorghe & Vasilica Oprea. 
Codre, Daniel Hiorel and Carmen Dubovici, Sarasota, FL. St. Stephen 
the Great, Clearwater, FL. Godparents: Titus & Anca Chintoani. 
Comsa, Radu Horea and Claudia Livia Mocan, Phoenix, AZ. St. John, 

Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Dorin & Simona Lohan. 

Costache, Andrei and Dana Andreea Tudose, Fairlawn, NJ. St. Dumitru, 
New York, NY. Godparents: Victor & Monica Tatoiu. 

Cotfas, Laurentia Ionut and Alexandra Gheorghita, Barrie, ON. St. 
Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Sorin & Adriana Deac. 

Craciun, Cristian Alexandu and Elena Luminita Zamfirescu, Glen- 
dale, NY. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. Godparents: 
Cosmin & Adina Grindeanu. 

Cretu, Cristian Daniel and Ligia Florentina Ion, Blainville, QC. Ascen- 
sion, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Bogdan T. & Liliana Topa. 

Dumbravean, Calin and Maria Mona Ailincai, Largo FL. St. Stephen 
the Great, Clearwater, FL. Godparents: Daniela & Peter Ionescu, 
Constantin & Maria Mal. 

Economou, Andrew and Ana Tincuta Romanescu, Kitchener, ON. St. 
John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Gabriel & Liana Calota. 

Etzkorn, Kurt Michael and Lillian Dorina McCormick, Novi, MI. St. 
George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Alex & Anntoinette 
Sova. 

Fabian, Vasile and Letitia Duciuc, St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Vasile & Rodica Lohan. 

Gall, Tiberiu and Rose Anne Alexe, Antioch, IL. Holy Nativity, Chi- 
cago, IL. Godparents: Octavian & Gabriela Marazan. 

Gavrila, Traian Sebastian and Andreea Adina Cismas, Richmond Hill, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Valentin & Camelia Banica. 

Heinz, Lawrence William and Rodica Costin, St. John, Glendale, AZ. 
Godparents: David & Kathy Heinz. 

Iliescu, M. Danut and Rodica Soare, Flushing, NY. St. Dumitru, New 
York, NY. Godparents: Michael Ogen & Mariana Rotary. 

Kragero, Robert Wayne and Angelica Udrescu, Phoenix, AZ. St. John, 
Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Thomas & Michaela Cristiana Dirodi. 
Maurer, Harry Simion Walter and Gemma Nicholas Castro, Livonia, 
MI. St. Raphael of Brooklyn, Detroit, MI. Godparents: Philip & Patricia 

Michaelson. 

McCarville Greg and Cristina Puscau, Chandler AZ. St. John, Glendale, 
AZ. Godparents: Nicolae & Teodora Marginean and Harold & Diana 
Benjamin. 

Micsa, Vasile Ovidius and Liliana Doina Pantea, Berwyn, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Mihai Achim & Lucia Elena Sabau. 

Milutinovic, Srdan and Anita Novakov, Middle Village, NY. Sts. Michael 
and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. Godparents: Deni Pejanovic & Sabrina 
Laporta. 

Nani, Ghenadie and Vera Simionov, Corona, NY. St. Dumitru, New 
York, NY. Godparents: Ion & Lucia Trascu. 

Nantel, Jean-Pierre and Viviana Isofache, Toronto, ON. St. George, 
Toronto, ON. Godparents: Virgil & Viorica Coza. 

Nicolescu, Ovidiu and Ioana-Alina Marta, Vernon Hills, IL. Holy Na- 
tivity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Steve & Andreea Marvucic. 

Nistor, Ioan and Alis Dumitrescu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, 
ON. Godparents: Michael & Anca Chirila. 

Olson, Eric Steffel and Maria Ayeray Juan, Falls Church VA. Proiec- 
tion of the Mother of God, Falls Church, VA. Godparents: Steven 
Miroy & Eleni Woglom. 

Orozco, Oscar Manuel and Laura Nicolaescu. St. John, Glendale, AZ. 
Godparents: Ioan Dinca & Tatiana Muresanu. 

Partac, Mihai and Lilien-Julia Davenport, Evanston, IL. Holy Nativity, 
Chicago, IL. Godparents: Nicolae & Natalia Marian. 

Patrutiu, Mihai and Nicoleta Alina Traistaru, Pickering, ON. St. John, 
Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Dan Mircea & Manuela Simona Irimie. 

Popescu, Liviu Adrian and Elena Cristina Toma, Montreal, QC. St. 
Nicholas, Montreal, QC. 

Radu, Daniel Mihai and Ignacia Del Carmen Martinez Orozco, Montreal, 
QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Aurel & Luminita Vintila. 

Socol, Valentin and Alina Luca, Maricopa, AZ. St. John, Glendale, AZ. 
Godparents: Adrian & Nicoleta Biliboaca. 

Tatar, Mihai Nadir and Maja Malesevic, Phoenix, AZ. St. John, Glen- 
dale, AZ. Godparents: Radu & Carmen Muntean. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Banda, Mary, 89. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
Barzu, Sofia, 91. St. John, Glendale, AZ. 
Buliziuk, Mary, 71. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
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Buner, “Irene” Aurelia, 89. St. Elias, Ellwood City, PA. 

Clark, Tanya Michelle, 36. Protection of the Mother of God, 
Falls Church, VA. 

Csernyant, Teodore, 90. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 

Danchilla, Eileen, 89. Sts. Peter and Paul, Canora, SK. 

Dobrota, Silviu, 41. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. 

Evenson, Elizabeth Alexandra, 93. St. Nicholas, Regina, SK. 

Friedrich, Helen, 86. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Gaina, Bessie (Bucura), 82. Sts. Peter and Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI. 

Gaina, Nicholas, 82. Sts. Peter and Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI. 

Ghibus, Marin, 63. St. John, Glendale, AZ. 

Gib, Andrew W., 92. St. Elias, Ellwood City, PA. 

Hampu, Romulus, 92. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Henton, Nick, 80. St. Elias, Ellwood City, PA. 

Lika, Hazel, 90. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Marcut, Ioan, 76. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Mihaescu, Petru, 92. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Nan, Ann, 92. Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH. 

Robosan, Mary, 90. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 

Romaniuk, Johann, 83. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 

Smeu, Ecaterina, 82. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 

Stanescu, Adrian Theodore, 80. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 

Stanil, Traian, 83. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Stanoiu, Ioan, 79. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Toderian, Sanchira (Caroline), 84. Holy Trinity, MacNutt, SK. 

Turkoane, Pavel, 82. Sts. Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. 

Vulcu, Virgil, 52. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Zablo, Mary C., 89. St. George, Canton, OH. 


CORA CELEBRATES 
15TH ANNIVERSARY AT 
OCTOBER ANNUAL 
MEETING 


OCTOBER 11, 6 pm - OCTOBER 13, 2 pm 


EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL 
8617 LEESBURG PIKE 
VIENNA VA 22182 
(WASHINGTON DC) 


Preliminary Agenda 
Visa Waiver Program for Romania 
Restitution of Properties and Funds 


Investment in Romanian Real Estate and Other 
Politics and Economy of Romania 


Romania’s Importance to U.S. 
International Adoptions of Romania’s Children 
Plight of Romania’s Institutionalized 
Great Contribution of American 
~ Organizations in Romania 
Why You Should Visit Romania and Where to Visit 
(others to be announced) 


Congress of Romanian Americans 


1000 Gelston Cir., McLean Va 22102 
703-356-2280, Fax 703-356-1568. 


Email: Romanians aol.com 


Website: Romanianamericans.org - 
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A.R.F.O.R.A. CONGRESS 
2007 


The 59th A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress, held on June 1- 
3, 2007, was hosted by “Carmen Sylva Ladies Auxil- 
iary of Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church 
Youngstown, OH. There were 42 delegates registered, 
representing 15 auxiliaries. Holy Trinity also wel- 
comed the National A.R.O.Y. board which planned 
their board meeting in Youngstown. 

The weekend began Friday afternoon with a Na- 
tional A.R.F.O.R.A. board meeting at the Hampton 
Inn’s hospitality room. We were pleased to have His 
Grace, Bishop IRINEU and Fr. Leo Copacia, our spiri- 
tual advisor, with us. Delegates arrived from Pennsyl- 
vania, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. A reception fol- 
lowed the afternoon meeting for the board, priests 
preotease and delegates who had arrived. 

Saturday began early with a continental breakfast, 
registration and renewed friendships. 

The delegates received their packets which included 
a handmade knotted cord cross, made by 2006 
A.R.F.O.R.A. scholarship recipient Crissy Shehadi from 
Youngstown. The annual meeting began; the agenda 
included the appointment of an assistant secretary, a 
parliamentarian, and trustees. Roll call was taken by 
Secretary Genica Tirmonia. Welcoming addresses were 
presented by National President Adela Price from 
Hermitage, PA; Elaine Timariu, co-chairman and presi- 
dent of Carmen Sylva Ladies Auxiliary, Youngstown; 
and Fr. Cosmin Antonescu, parish priest of the host 
parish. Greetings and remarks were offered by His 
Grace, Bishop IRINEU and by Fr. Leo Copacia. 

Adela Price presented the President’s report fol- 
lowed by the approval of the agenda and the approval 
of the minutes of the 58th A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress 
held in Fairlawn, OH. 

Correspondence followed and then the financial 
"report was presented by Treasurer Mary Sankey. Au- 
ditors Betty Ciocanea and Diane Kisbac reported the 
treasurer’s books were in good order. 

President Adela continued the morning session with 
the presentation of the Committee Reports. Betty 
Ciocanea reported on the St. Paraschiva Mission project. 
This project is beneficial to the new missions in our 
Episcopate. The fundraising monies collected are given 
directly to the Episcopate to use for the missions, as 
needed. Mary Ann Glodich presented her report on 
the St. Elizabeth project - where cards and a monetary 
gift are sent 3 times a year to widowed preotease, at 
Easter, Christmas, and for St. Paraschiva day in Octo- 
ber. Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco spoke on the Lenten Re- 
treats - the Paschal retreat is planned for the 5th week 
"of Great Lent and the Nativity of Our Lord retreat is 
planned for the last week of November. 

Scholarships were the next item on the agenda. The 


> 
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Martha Gavrila/A.R.F.O.R.A. Graduate scholarship 
was awarded to Daniela Archer from Canton, OH, and 
the A.R.F.O.R.A. Undergraduate scholarship was 
awarded to Alexandra Pac-Urar, daughter of Fr. Ian 
and Psa. Mary Lynn Pac-Urar of Fairlawn, OH. Mrs. 
Eleanor Stepanski of Southfield, MI announced a new 
scholarship to be awarded for the first time, the Helen 
Muntean Scholarship presented to an Education ma- 
jor. The recipient was Rebekah Hildreth, daughter of 
Subdeacon Paul and Jeanette Hildreth of Burton, MI 
and granddaughter of Ilieta Daba of Southfield, MI. 

Louise Gibb reported on brochures and mission 
packets which are given to each mission. The purpose 
of the packets is to encourage the ladies of the mission 
to form an auxiliary to support their parish and also to 
introduce A.R.F.O.R.A., which represents all the La- 
dies Auxiliaries, at the Episcopate level. 

Lucy Pop gave her report on Communications and 
Public Relations; she has translated much of our cor- 
respondence into Romanian which allows for better 
communications for those who don’t speak English. 

Before lunch, Carol Murrin, from Holy Cross, Her- 
mitage gave a presentation on ‘Living with Autism’. 
She shared her knowledge and passed out literature on 
the subject. 

After lunch, our second speaker was Phyllis Meshel- 
Onest, from Akron, OH, who spoke on women and 
their role in the Orthodox Church. Our third speaker 
was Fr. Calin Berger who shared his experiences with 
Project Mexico. 

The proposed budget was presented by Treasurer 
Mary Sankey. President Adela conveyed to the del- 
egates the need for a fundraiser for the extensive 
renovation of the 

A.R.F.O.R.A. House. There was much discussion 
on projects which would help to raise money. It was 
voted on to have an appeal, to be mailed to every 
church, auxiliary, and be published in the Solia for 
help and support. Adela asked for donations “off the 
floor,” both personal and auxiliary, to spearhead this 
fundraising. Approximately $5,000 was generously 
donated by the delegates. 

The A.R.F.O.R.A. calendar was then covered, an- 
nouncing the hosts of the Coffee Shop for 2007, Her- 
mitage and 2008, Alliance and the host for the 60th 
Congress which will be Cleveland, OH. The Congress 
adjourned. 

The delegates were asked to return at 5:30 for Great 
Vespers followed by group pictures. The evening then 
continued with a wonderful meal and a cultural pro- 
gram, singing and dancing. President Adela Price in- 
troduced the newly-elected A.R.F.O.R.A. board for 
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RESOLUTION ON ORTHODOX UNITY 


48 Convention of the Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada July 2007 


WHEREAS, the late Patriarch Dimitrios of 
Constantinople said: “It is truly a scandal for the unity 
of the Church to maintain more than one bishop in any 
given city; it contravenes the sacred canons and Or- 
thodox ecclesiology.” 

WHEREAS, in 1977, Patriarch Elias IV of Antioch 
said: “The Antiochian Holy Synod has studied in depth 
the situation of Orthodoxy in the diaspora. Our posi- 
tion is clear. There must be established independent 
churches in Eastern Europe, North America, etcE.We 
affirm that in North America, there should e an 
autocephalous church with its own patriarch and Holy 
Synod.” 

WHEREAS, over 100 years ago, the Synod of 
Constantinople (1872) condemned “phyletism” 
(ethnicism) as a heresy, and yet, the Orthodox Church 
in North America has been accused by many to have 
allowed this heresy, in fact, to creep into the Church 
on this Continent; 

WHEREAS, over 12 years ago, 29 Orthodox Bishop 
of North America gathered in Ligonier, Pennsylvania 
in 1994,and signed a historic statement agreeing “that 
we cannot accept the term ‘diaspora’ as used to de- 
scribe the Church in North America. In convening this 
present Conference of Bishops, we find ourselves. to 
be an Episcopal Assembly, a precursor to a General 
Synod of BishopsE[and] will convene on an annual 
basis to enhance the movement toward administrative 
ecclesial unity in North America”; 

WHEREAS, the Mother Churches have for many 
decades talked about resolving the uncanonical situa- 
tion in North America by an Ecumenical Council and 
have not done so, the last Ecumenical Council having 
been held in 787; 

WHEREAS, North America, culturally and reli- 
giously (as well as the world itself) cries out now for 
a witness of the Orthodox Church which is the historic 
apostolic Church of Christ, and sees, rather, in the 
Church here, only a conglomeration of ethnic ghettos. 

WHEREAS, The Orthodox Church in America has 
achieved autocephaly, and the Self-Ruled Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese has achieved self- 
rule, and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia (recently received into canonical Orthodoxy) 
has achieved autonomy; 

WHEREAS, General Assemblies of this Archdio- 
cese have urged action toward Orthodox Unity in over 
20 conventions over a period of 42 years; 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that action be taken 
now to make serious progress toward an administra- 


_ tively-united Orthodox Church in North America. 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the 48 Archdiocesan Convention, 
duly assembled at Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 

1. Calls upon all canonical Orthodox jurisdictions to 
meet and take practical, concrete, ecclesial steps to 
achieve administrative unity. Such a meeting may 
be called within the next six months; 

2. Calls upon the Ecumenical Patriarch to convene a 
meeting in the near future to discuss the North 
American situation, with representatives from each 
of the jurisdictions of the Church in North America 
in attendance, with representatives from each of the 
Mother Churches; 

3. That in order to witness effectively to the Orthodox 
faith on this Continent and in this world, a perma- 
nent commission with representation from each 
autocephalous church together with representatives 
from all canonical Orthodox jurisdictions in North 


America, should be formed to meet twice each year _ 


to issue statements with respect to problems which 
the Orthodox Church is facing on this continent and 
in the world. 
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2007-2009: President: Adela Price; Vice President: 
Psa. Gabriela Rosu; Secretary: Louise Gibb, Trea- 
surer: Mary Sankey; Members at Large: Diane Kisbac, 
Karen Pascu, Lucy Pop, Ester Pora, Lenora Wright, 
Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco, Marilyn Francu, Psa. Camelia 


Antonescu, Genica Tirmonia, and the new spiritual 


advisor, Fr. Cosmin Antonescu. 


On Sunday, Bishop IRINEU celebrated the Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy assisted by Fr. Leo Copacia, Fr. — 


Cosmin Antonescu,  Hierodeacon 
(Dumitrascu) and Deacon Wayne Wright. A farewell 
luncheon followed. Louise Gibb, chairman, expressed 
her thanks to Fr. Cosmin and Psa. Camelia Antonescu, 


Sebastian - 


the Parish Council, the Ladies Auxiliary and all the 
members of Holy Trinity for all of their hard work in | 


making this a memorable weekend. 


Louise Gibb 


59th A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress Co-Chair 
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CUVÂNT DE SUFLET 
iuiie 
Imparatia Lui Dumnezeu Este Aici, 
Dar N-Avem Timp de Ea! 


Iubiţi Fraţi şi Surori, în Hristos Domnul. 

In duminica a treia după Pogorârea Duhului Sfânt, în 
Evanghelia ce s-a citit la Sfânta Liturghie, cei mai mulţi 
se opresc la cuvântul spus de Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos 
ca sfârşit a celor ce le-am ascultat astăzi şi anume: 
“Căutaţi mai întâi împărăţia lui Dumnezeu şi dreptatea 
Lui şi toate celelalte vi se vor adăuga vouă”. 

Noi toţi care suntem obişnuiţi cu învăţătura 
Mântuitorului nostru lisus Hristos ştim aceste cuvinte, 
ne gândim mereu la ele, le avem în vedere şi unii sunt 
încredinţaţi de adevărul cuprins în aceste cuvinte pentru 
că şi-au dat ei înşişi seama că aşa este. Cine caută mai 
întâi împărăţia lui Dumnezeu şi dreptatea Lui, primeşte 

„de la Dumnezeu şi cele de trebuinta pentru viata aceasta 
pământească. Unii întreabă: Oare ce trebuie să facem 
noi ca să căutăm mai întâi împărăţia lui Dumnezeu şi 
dreptatea Lui? Se întreabă oamenii: Unde poate fi găsită 
împărăţia lui Dumnezeu şi prin ce mijloace? 

La aceste întrebări vom raspunde în cuvântul de acum: 

Împărăţia lui Dumnezeu este o realitate pe care trebuie 
să o căutăm prin cele ce ni le-a pus la îndemână 
Mântuitorul nostru lisus Hristos. Domnul nostru lisus 
Hristos spune că nimeni nu poate să slujească la doi 
stăpâni, ci trebuie să îşi aleagă fiecare stăpânul, căci nu 
poţi să slujeşti la doi stăpâni care sunt feluriţi. Şi spune 
Domnul Hristos că nu putem să slujim şi lui Dumnezeu 
şi lui mamona. 

După ce şi-a ales cineva stăpânul, poate să meargă pe 
calea pe care şi-a ales-o, iar dacă cineva îşi alege ca 
stăpân pe Dumnezeu, acela trebuie să rămână numai în 
legătură cu Dumnezeu. Noi ne-am ales stăpânul, îl avem, 
îl ştim: este Dumnezeu. Şi pentru că Dumnezeu este 
Stăpânul nostru, toată grija noastră trebuie să fie aceea 

de a împlini voia lui Dumnezeu. Când ştim că Dumnezeul 
nostru este Tatăl nostru, atunci avem siguranţa purtării 
de grijă, şi atunci nu avem motive să ne îngrijorăm, nu 
avem motive să fim neliniştiţi, nu avem pricini să fim 
neîncrezători. 

Domnul nostru lisus Hristos a spus despre Dumnezeu 
Tatăl că este bun, iar noi simţim şi ştim că este bun. A 
zis Mântuitorul: ‘‘Si care tată dintre voi, dacă-i va cere 
fiul pâine îi va da piatră? Sau dacă-i va cere peşte, în 
loc de peşte îi va da şarpe? Sau dacă-i va cere un ou îi 
va da scorpie? Deci dacă voi, răi fiind, ştiţi să le daţi 

fiilor vostri daruri bune, cu atât mai mult Tatăl Cel din 
ceruri va da Duh Sfânt celor care-L cer de la 
El’’(Luca.11,11-13) 

Dragii mei, : 

Cuvintele acestea sunt cuvinte care ne dau mult curaj. 
Noi îl numim pe Dumnezeu Tatăl nostru şi ne adresăm 

“Lui ca unui Tată şi îi zicem: 


JULY/AUGUST 2007 


RUGATI-VA ŞI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXĂ IN AMERICA DE NORD 


“Tatăl nostru care eşti în ceruri...’’ este rugăciunea 
pe care ne-a învăţat-o Domnul Hristos. Si avem 
încredințarea că Dumnezeu nu este ceva ce stă departe 
de noi, că Dumnezeu nu este cineva care nu ţine cont de 
oameni, ci Dumnezeu este Tatăl nostru. 

Psalmistul a spus, şi noi repetăm cuvintele lui în 
fiecare zi: ““Cum miluieşte un tată pe copiii săi, aşa 
miluieşte Domnul pe cei ce se tem de Dânsul'” şi ‘‘pe 
Cât este de departe răsăritul de apus, atât a depărtat de 
la noi fărădelegile noastre’’. (Ps.102.12-13) 

Iubiţi credincioşi, 

Sunt unii oameni care sunt aşa de hotărâți pentru 
lucrurile veacului acestuia, pentru bogăţie, pentru lucruri 
prisoselnice, pentru alceva decât ce vrea Dumnezeu, aşa 
de mult sunt bagati în lucrurile veacului acestuia că nu 
mai au vreme de Dumnezeu, şi asta este foarte rău. Sunt 
unii oameni care spun că dimineaţa nu se roagă fiindcă 
n-au vreme, că sunt grăbiţi, iar seara nu se roagă pentru 
că sunt osteniţi. Apoi, oamenii aceia nu caută mai întâi 
împăraţia lui Dumnezeu, şi am putea zice că nici măcar 
nu o caută. Trebuie să ne facem vreme şi pentru 
Dumnezeu, nu spun că trebuie să stăm foarte multă 
vreme la rugăciune în zilele în care muncim mult. Toate 
trebuie să le facem la vremea lor. Şi rugăciunea şi 
munca. 

Iubiţi credincioşi. 

Oamenii care sunt aşa de bogaţi în cele pământeşti, 
ajung să nu mai cinstească nici duminica, nici zilele de 
sărbătoare, ajung să ocolească Sfânta Liturghie şi nici 
nu ştiu că Sfânta Liturghie este împăraţia lui Dumnezeu 
aici pe pământ. De cate ori ne aflăm la Sfânta Liturghie 
suntem în împărăţia lui Dumnezeu. De unde ştim? Din 
Sfânta Liturghie care începe astfel: ““Binecuvântată este 
imparatia Tatălui şi a Fiului şi a Sfântului Duh, acum 
şi pururea şi în veci vecilor’’. 

Care împărăție? împărăţia care ne stă în fata, împărăţia 
Sfintei Liturghii, împărăţia Sfintei Treimi. Ce facem noi 
la Biserică? Ceea ce fac îngerii în ceruri. Nu zicem noi 
la Biserică: ‘‘Noi care pe Heruvimi cu taină închipuim, 
şi făcătoarei de viaţă Treimi întreit sfântă cântare aducem, 
toată grija cea lumească de la noi s-o lepddam’’? lată," 
toata grija cea lumească de la noi s- o lepădam”, măcar 
acum să nu fim împrăştiaţi, măcar acum să nu fim cu 
gânduri străine de rugăciune, măcar acum să nu ne 
gândim la lucruri din afară de biserică, măcar acum să 
lăsăm toata grija cea lumească, toata îngrijorarea, toată 
neîncrederea, toată nemulţumirea, toată nesiguranța. 
Acum, când închipuim pe heruvimi, când aducem întreit 
sfântă cântare lui Dumnezeu, când vrem să primim pe 
împăratul tuturor, pe cel în chip nevăzut înconjurat de 

Cont. la pag. 27 
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August 
“Pe Născătoarea de Dumnezeu şi Maica Luminii întru cântări 
Cinstindu-o să o Mărim.” 


În această perioadă a lunii August când Biserica a 
rânduit să fie cinstită Adormirea Maicii Domnului, Sfânta 
Fecioară Maria, Mama noastră duhovnicească a tuturor, 
ce poate fi mai frumos şi mai plăcut decât în aceste zile 
să vorbim despre Mamă. Cine vorbeşte despre Mamă 
vorbeşte din inimă, deoarece Mama este sălaşul vieţii 
noastre trupeşti, sufleteşti şi prin urmare şi a vieţii celei 
veşnice. De câte ori vorbim despre Mamă, sufletele 
noastre tresaltă de bucurie şi înalţă imne de preamărire 
celeia ce l-a născut şi l-a crescut şi ni l-a dăruit nouă 
tuturor, ca prin jertfa Lui să ne mântuiască şi să ne 
deschidă zările veşniciei. Dar nu-i destul să lăudăm şi 
să preamărim, lăudând şi preamărind pe Maica Domnului, 
să întrupăm şi noi în propria noastră viaţă ceva din 
darurile, ceva din vredniciile Maicii Domnului. Să ne 
întoarcem cu gândul la Golgota, când Mântuitorul Lumii 
a fost răstignit în acele momente cruciale pentru omenire; 
toţi L-au părăsit pe Domnul Hristos? Maica Domnului 
şi câteva femei Mironosiţe împreună cu ucenicul iubit 
Sfântul Ioan Teologul, au stat lângă crucea Domnului şi 
au plâns cu amar pentru suferinţele Mântuitorului. Pe 
cruce Mântuitorul a rostit acele cuvinte testamentare 
care ne întăresc cinstirea Maicii Domnului, şi anume a 
purtat de grijă Maicii Domnului lăsându-o în grija 
ucenicului iubit, spunând: ‘‘Femeie, iată fiul tdu’’, Fiule, 
iată Mama ta”; prin aceste cuvinte, ca printr-un testa- 
ment iscălit cu sânge am devenit fii ai Maicii Domnului 
şi Ea a devenit Mama noastră a tuturor pentru că aşa a 
spus Iisus şi cuvântul lui este ADEVĂRUL. 

În această perioadă de cinstire, să ne gândim la 
exemplul Maicii Domnului. Să ne gândim că Maica 
Domnului s-a realizat pe ea însăşi prin rugăciune, prin 
smerenie, prin bunătate, prin tăcere, prin toate câte le 
ştim noi despre Maica Domnului, fapte care şi-au pus 
pecetea pe Maica Domnului. Şi Maica Domnului este 
ceea ce este şi a fost ceea ce a fost când s-a învrednicit, 
nici nu ne putem da seama ce vrednicie a avut Maica 
Domnului, să-l aducă în lumea aceasta pe Fiul lui 
Dumnezeu în fiinţa omenească, în fire omenească, cu 
trup şi suflet. Firea dumnezeiască a Domnului nostru 
Iisus Hristos, persoana dumnezeiască a Domnului nostru 

„Iisus Hristos, s-a unit cu firea omenească în pântecele 
Prea Sfintei Fecioare Maria, care a fost găsită vrednică 
să fie Mamă a Mântuitorului nostru, să-L nască pe 
Mântuitorul lumii. 

Pentru noi, dreptmăritori creştini, nu este o chestiune 
pe care să nu o avem în vedere, pentru că slujbele noastre 
sunt în aşa fel alcătuite, încât ne-o aduc pe Maica Domnului 
în faţa noastră, în gândurile noastre, prin afirmaţiile care 
se fac la sfintele slujbe şi care, am putea zice, sunt o 
icoană a Maicii Domnului. La sfintele slujbe auzim 
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cuvintele ‘‘pe Prea Sfânta, Curata, Prea Binecuvântata, 
Mărita, Stăpâna noastră, de Dumnezeu Născătoarea şi 
pururea Fecioara Maria, cu toţi sfinţii să o pomenim. 
Nu ştiu dacă ne-am gândit vreodată, că în această afirmaţie 
se pun în evidenţă şapte calităţi ale Maicii Domnului. Le 
putem număra şi noi, şi nu le numărăm. De ce nu le 
numărăm? Pentru că merge aşa de la sine, le auzim şi le 
uităm, le auzim şi nu le băgăm în seamă, le auzim şi le 
trecem cu vedereaă. Ori, în realitate, noi trebuie să învăţăm 
ceva despre Maica Domnului de la slujbele noastre. Ce 
învăţăm? Că este Prea Sfântă, că este Curată, că este 
Prea Binecuvântată, că este Mărită, că este Stăpâna noastră, 
că este Născătoare de Dumnezeu, că este pururea Fecioară 
şi că o cheamă Maria şi de aceea o pomenim cu toţi 
sfinţii. ““Pe Prea Sfânta, Curata, Prea Binecuvântata. 
Marita, Stăpâna noastră, de Dumnezeu Născătoarea şi 
Pururea Fecioară Maria, cu toţi sfinţii să o pomenim”. 
Si noi zicem: ‘‘Prea Sfântă Născătoare de Dumnezeu, 
miluieşte-ne pe noi”. Şi în felul acesta, Maica Domnului - 
apare în sufletul nostru conturată cu cele şapte calităţi pe 
care le cuprinde această zicere de la sfintele slujbe, la 
care noi, trebuie să recunoaştem, de multe ori nu luam 
aminte şi lăsăm să se zică şi apoi când se spune ‘‘cu toţi 
sfinţii să o pomenim”, zicem ‘‘Prea Sfântă Născătoare 
de Dumnezeu miluieşte-ne pe noi”. 

Se mai zice în alcătuirea slujbelor: *“Pe tine, prea 
curatul palat al împăratului ceresc, ceea ce eşti mult 
lăudată, te rog, curdteste mintea mea cea întinată cu tot 
felul de păcate şi o fă locaş înfrumusețat al Treimii 
celei dumnezeieşti, ca să laud şi să măresc puterea ta şi 
mila ta cea nemăsurată, fiind mântuit, eu, netrebnicul 
robul tău”. Este ceva deosebit de pătrunzător, este ceva 
extraordinar! Binenteles că mulţi dintre noi nu eram aşa 
de entuziaşti, pentru că nu intelegeam şi, mai ales, nu 
aveam sufletul pregătit ca să putem pretui lucruri de 
felul acesta. Deci, ‘‘Pe tine, prea curatul palat al 
împăratului ceresc- Maica Domnului - ceea ce eşti mult 
lăudată, te rog, - ce te rog? - curdteste mintea mea - 
care minte? - cea întinată cu tot felul de păcate - şi ce 
să faci mai departe? - şi o fa locaş înfrumusețat — al cui? - 
— al Treimii celei dumnezeieşti — de ce? - ca să laud şi 
să măresc puterea ta şi mila ta cea nemăsurată, fi ind 
mântuit - cine? — eu, netrebnic rob al Maicii Domnului. 
Ce vreau? Vreau ca Maica Domnului să mă ajute să-mi 
curăţească mintea de tot felul de păcate. Si ce mai 
vreau? Să fiu locaş al Prea Sfintei Treimi. De ce am în 
vedere pe Maica Domnului ca să mă ajute să fiu locaş | 
al Prea Sfintei Treimi? Pentru că Maica Domnului a fost _ 
locaş al Prea Sfintei Treimi şi este locaş al Prea Sfintei 
Treimi. De unde ştim? Din Sfânta Evanghelie. Ce se 
spune? Se spune că Prea Sfânta Fecioară când a aflat că 
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urmează să nască pe Mântuitorul lumii, l-a întrebat pe 
îngerul binevestitor: ‘‘Cum va fi aceasta, de vreme ce eu 
nu ştiu de bărbat? Nu ştiu cele ce premerg situaţiei de 
mamă. Nu ştiu, şi atunci cum să nasc pe Mântuitorul 
lumii? Şi atunci, îngerul binevestitor a zis: ‘‘Duhul Sfânt 
se va pogori peste tine şi puterea Celui Prea Înalt — 
Tatăl ceresc — te va umbri, de aceea Sfântul care se va 
naşte din Tine, Fiul lui Dumnezeu se va chema”. Cele 
trei persoane ale sfintei Treimi. Ar putea zice cineva: 
“Bine, foarte bine, am înteles, Maica Domnului a fost 
locaş al Prea Sfintei Treimi în vremea cât L-a purtat în 
pântece pe Mântuitorul. Dar după aceea?” Şi după aceea! 
De unde ştim? Maica Domnului nu L-a purtat numai în 
pântecele ei pe Domnul Hristos pentru că unde este 
Domnul Hristos este şi Tatăl şi Duhul, deci Sfânta Treime 
întreagă. Unde L-a mai purtat? L-a purtat în inima ei şi 
inima Maicii Domnului nu s-a despărţit niciodată de 
Domnul Hristos şi de Prea Sfânta Treime, aşa că noi 
cerem de la Maica Domnului ca ea să ne ajute să avem 
inima locaş al Prea Sfintei Treimi. Şi asta de ce? Pentru 
că numai prin puterea lui Dumnezeu putem înţelege 
măreţiile Maicii Domnului. Fără intervenţia lui Dumnezeu 
in prețuirea Maicii Domnului, să ştiţi că nu există o 
preţuire adevarată a Maicii Domnului. lar aceia care nu 
sunt cinstitori ai Maicii Domnului pentru devierile lor 
de la gândirea cea bună, nu pot înţelege niciodată măreţiile 
Maicii Domnului. Deci noi aducem cinstire Maicii 
Domnului şi ei, hai să zicem ca nu o hulesc, dar în nici 
un caz nu o preţuiesc. Noi nu putem să o ocolim pe 
Maica Domnului, pe locaşul Sfintei Treimi. 

““Prea Binecuvântată eşti, Născătoare de Dumnezeu, 
Fecioară, că prin cel ce s-a întrupat din tine, iadul s-a 
robit, Adam s-a chemat, blestemul s-a nimicit, Eva s-a 
mântuit, moartea s-a omorât şi noi am înviat. Pentru 
aceasta, strigăm: Bine eşti cuvântat, Hristoase, 
Dumnezeul nostru, cel ce bine ai voit aşa, mărire ţie”. 
Deci avem deodată - şi pentru totdeauna — în faţă pe 
Domnul Hristos şi pe Maica Domnului. Nu despartim 
pe Domnul Hristos de Maica Domnului şi nici pe Maica 
Domnului de Domnul Hristos. Pentru noi, lucrurile sunt 
lămurite: aşa sunt, aşa rămân şi aşa trebuie să rămână 
“până la sfârşitul veacurilor. 

Închei cuvântul meu de suflet cu nădejdea în rugăciunile 
şi mijlocirile Prea Curatei Născătoarei de Dumnezeu, 
Sfânta Fecioră Maria, avănd nădejde că nu suntem singuri; 
avem o Mamă în ceruri care veghează pentru mântuirea 
noastră, şi oricât de răi şi neascultători fii suntem, inima 
ei de Mamă rămâne inimă de Mamă, pentru fiecare 
dintre noi, iar inima de Mamă multe iartă şi nu ne 
părăseşte niciodată. 

Adaug la cuvântul meu o frumoasă poezie adresată 
Maicii Domnului, intitulată “FILĂ DE ACATIST” scrisă 
de Zorica Laţcu. 

Bucură-te, leagăn alb de iasomie, 

Către care-n roiuri fluturii coboară, 

Bucură-te, raza stelei din vecie, 

Sipot care curge lin cu apă vie, 

Bucură-te, Maică pururea Fecioară, 

Dulcea mea Marie. 
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Bucură-te, floare fără de prihană, 

Albă ca argintul nopţilor de vară, 

Spicul cel de aur veşnic plin cu hrană, 

Mirul care vindeci orice fel de rană, 

Bucură-te, Maică pururea Fecioară, 
Ploaia ce dă mană. 


Bucură-te, brazdă plină de rodire, 

Munte sfânt, în care s-a-ngropat comoară, 

Bucură-te cântec tainic de iubire, 

Clopot de chemare, cântec de mărire, 

Bucură-te, Maică pururea Fecioară, 
Blândă fericire. 


Bucură-te, mărul vieţii care-nvie, 
Pomul greu de roadă-n plină primavară. 
Bucură-te, iarăşi, țărm de bucurie, 
Dintru care curge miere aurie, 
Bucură-te, Maica pururea Fecioară. 
Sfânta mea Marie. 
+ IRINEU, Episcop Vicar 


Cuvânt de Suflet 


— Iulie — 


Cont. de la pag. 25 
cetele îngereşti, acum când vrem să zicem: Aliluia, 


Aliluia, Aliluia ! adică “Laudati pe Domnul”, acum să 
nu mai avem nici o grijă a pământului, acum să fiţi 
eliberaţi de toate, ca să fie împăraţia lui Dumnezeu în 
noi. Dar iubiţi credincioşi, sunt atâtea bucurii şi 
binecuvântări pe care le primesc credincioşii la Sfânta 
Liturghie şi cine ocoleşte Sfânta Liturghie ocoleşte şi 
binecuvântările, nu-l interesează binecuvântările lui 
Dumnezeu care ni se dau în lumea aceasta prin 
binecuvântare preoțească. 

Prin urmare, toate lucrurile acestea, avându-le în vedere, 
ne arată că trebuie să ne facem vreme pentru Dumnezeu. 
Dacă noi nu avem vreme pentru Dumnezeu, să ştiţi că 
nici Dumnezeu nu are veşnicie fericită pentru noi, iar 
dacă noi ne facem vreme pentru Dumnezeu, ne 
binecuvintează Dumnezeu şi în viaţa aceasta şi simţim 
împărăţia lui Dumnezeu în sufletul nostru. Vă rog să 
ţineţi minte! împărăţia lui Dumnezeu nu începe dincolo 
de moarte, începe aici, din legătura cu Dumnezeu, când 
îl simţim pe Dumnezeu în sufletul nostru, cand ne simţim 
bine atunci când ne rugăm, când ne simţim bine atunci 
când citim Sfânta Scriptură, când ne simţim bine atunci 
când muncim cu mâinile noastre, vedem binecuvântarea 
lui Dumnezeu peste lucrul mâinilor noastre. Atunci vedem 
în noi darul lui Dumnezeu şi că împărăţia lui Dumnezeu 
este în noi. Împărăţia lui Dumnezeu este un ospăț şi nu- 
şi închipuie cineva că împărăţia lui Dumnezeu poate fi 
altfel decât cu bucurie, decât cu pace, decât cu linişte. 
Spune Sfântul Apostol Pavel că * “Împărăţia lui Dumnezeu 
este dreptate, pace şi bucurie în Duhul Sfant’’ , iar numind 
roadele care alcătuiesc roada Duhului Sfânt, acestea 
încep cu dragoste, pace şi bucurie. Când ai dragoste, 
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lulie 
Cuvioşii Mucenici Patermutie şi Coprie şi cel dimpreună cu dânşii 
9 Iulie 


Cuvioşii Patermutie şi Coprie au trăit în vremea 
împăratului Iulian Apostatul, cel ce întâi a fost creştin 
apoi nu numai că a renunţat la creştinism (apostazie), 
dar a devenit persecutor al creştinilor Căutând călugării 
care se nevoiau departe de lume, soldatii lui Iulian au 
găsit în pustiul Egiptului doi cuvioşi: Patermutie (în 
vârsta de 75 de ani) şi Coprie (în vârstă de 45 de ani). 
Si luându-i cu forţa i-au dus împăratului să-i judece. 
Împăratul Iulian a folosit o tactică simplă, “divide et 
impera (împarte şi conduce)”. I-a despărţit pe cei doi, 
trimiţându-l pe cel mai în vârstă în temniţă pentru a-i fi 
mai uşor să-l înşele pe cel tânar. Apoi a început a-i 
tulbura cugetul lui Coprie spunându-i că îl înţelege foarte 
bine, că şi el, împăratul, a fost creştin, dar de când a 
renunţat la creştinism şi se închină zeilor îi merge mult 
mai bine.A recurs şi la tentaţii materiale, promitandu-i 
că dacă renunţă la creştinism îi va da bogăţie şi ranguri 
mari. A recurs şi la frica umană, ameninţându-l că dacă 
nu jertfeşte zeilor va avea de suportat chinuri mari şi 
moarte dureroasă.. După toate acestea, Coprie a căzut 
pradă tacticilor împăratului, spunând că renunţă la 
creştinism şi va jertfi zeilor. 

Patermutie, în temniţă fiind, auzind de apostazia lui 
Coprie s-a întristat mult şi cu lacrimi în ochi a început 
a se ruga lui Dumnezeu pentru iertarea şi salvarea 
sufletului său, amintindu-i toate lucrurile bune pe care 
acesta le făcuse înainte. 

Când Patermutie a fost dus la judecată în faţa 
împăratului Julian, l-a văzut pe Coprie, îmbrăcat în haine 
scumpe stând de-a dreapta împăratului. Şi Coprie nu 
numai că îşi trădase religia, dar a început a vorbi, încercând 
să-l convingă pe bătrânul lui părinte duhovnicesc să 
renunţe la creştinism. Cuviosul Patermutie, plângând de 
mila lui Coprie a început a-i explica ce greşală mare a 
făcut renunțând la creştinism şi alipindu-se lui Iulian, 
aceasta rezultând la renunţarea fericirii din viaţa viitoare, 
deoarece Iulian “va fi lepădat de la fata împăratului 
ceresc cu necinste, şi va fi rânduit cu diavolii în focul 
gheenei” (Vieţile Sfinţilor pe Iulie). Aceasta şi multe 
altele spunând Patermutie, l-a mustrat pe Coprie pentru 
trădarea lui şi l-a sfătuit să ceară iertare de la Dumnezeu 
şi să se întoarcă la dreapta credinţă. 

Coprie, dându-și seama de greşeala făcută a început 
a plânge şi a se ruga la Dumnezeu pentru iertare. Apoi 
i- a spus împăratului Iulian că renunţă la zei, renunţă la 
haine scumpe şi la mărire, se întoarce la creştinism şi 
este gata să suporte chinuri pentru ca Dumnezeu să-i 
ierte greşala pe care a făcut-o. Când Iulian a dat ordin 
să se pregătească chinurile, Coprie l-a rugat pe Patermutie 
să se roage la Dumnezeu pentru el, pentru că se teme de 
chinuri. La rugăciunile Cuviosului Patermutie s-au făcut 
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mai multe minuni şi Cuviosul Coprie a primit ajutorul 

lui Dumnezeu. Când Julian a poruncit ca aceştia să fie 

puşi într-un cuptor aprins, soldatul Alexandru a râs de 

Coprie că s-a întors la creştinism şi acum trebuie să 

sufere dureri. Dar Coprie i-a răspuns atât de înţelept 

încât Alexandru a declarat că se face şi el creştin şi a 

intrat, printre flăcări, în cuptorul aprins, împreună cu 

cei doi cuvioşi . Alexandru şi-a dat sufletul în cuptor şi 
trupul lui a fost scos nears, întreg şi scoțând un miros de 
bună mireasmă ca sfinţii. Patermutie şi Coprie au ieşit 
întregi şi nevatamati din cuptor, spre uimirea tuturor 
mai ales a împăratului Iulian, care, furios, a dat ordin să 

li se taie capetele. 

Sfinţii Cuvioşi Mucenici Patermutie şi Coprie şi Sfântul 
Alexandru se sărbătoresc în fiecare an pe 9 Iulie. 
Întrebări pentru părinţi: 

- Lepădarea de lisus Hristos este lepădarea de viata 
veşnică. Greu păcat. Şi cu cât păcatul acesta este mai 
greu, cu atâta lupta pentru a-i face pe creştini să se 
lepede de lisus Hristos este mai înverşunată. Ne-am 
învăţat copii să fie streetproof, i-am învăţat să se 
ferească de foc şi otrăvuri, îi învaţăm sa se ferească 
de pedofilii de pe internet, dar oare i-am învăţat să se 
ferească de cei ce vor să îi ducă în fundul iadului, cu 
vorbe răsucite încercând să le fure credinţa în Domnul 
nostru Iisus Hristos? I-am avertizat că există astfel de 
oameni, le-am spus să ne spună nouă şi preotului 
absolut tot ce aceştia încearcă să-i convingă să facă, 
le-am explicat clar că un om îşi poate-schimba haina, 
îşi poate schimba maşina, îşi poate schimba serviciul, 
dar nu îşi poate schimba credinţa în numele unei aşa 
zise “libertăţi”? Ca şi în cazul lui Coprie, prima 
treaptă în spălarea creierelor copiilor este izolarea 
lor, despărţirea de părinţi. Întâi copiii (tinerii) sunt 
sfătuiţi să nu spună părinţilor nimic despre iniţierea 
lor în alte religii pentru că părinţii “sunt inapoiati, de 
modă veche”, “nu pot gândi aşa de mult ca tinerii”, 
“ce ştiu ei despre lumea din ziua de azi?”. Iar când 
tinerii, fără ştiinţa părinţilor, şi-au trădat credinţa lor, 
trecând la alte religii, pentru a se preveni reîntoarcerea 
acestora la creştinism, se încearcă ruperea totală de 
influenţa familiei, tinerii fiind î încurajați să meargă la 
aşa zisele “safe houses” care îi apară de “părinţii - 
neînțelegători care îşi persecută copiii nelăsându-i 
să-şi practice noua religie”. Trebuie să adaug faptul 


> 


ca, la fel ca în cazul lui Coprie, tinerii care au trădat | 


creştinismul, sunt împinşi să-i convingă şi pe alţii să 
renunţe la creştinism. Pentru a fi politically correct 
trebuie să fac o precizare: trăim pe un continent a 
tolerantei religioase, deci nu urăsc pe nimeni şi nu 
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August 
Sfântul Ioan cel Nou de la Neamţ (Hozevitul) 
5 August 


Sfântul loan cel Nou de la Neamţ (Ioan Iacob Românul) 
s-a născut pe 23 iulie 1913 în satul Crăiniceni, (Judeţul 
Dorohoi) părinţii lui fiind Maxim şi Ecaterina, țărani. 
Când avea 6 luni, murindu-i mama, grija pentru creşterea 
lui cade în seama bunicii. Neexistând lapte praf pentru 
bebeluşi pe vremea aceea, bunica, uneori se ruga de câte 
o vecină cu copil mic să-i dea şi micutului ei să sugă, 
alteori îi dădea ceaiuri. “Iar vara, când pleca la munca 
câmpului, bătrâna punea copilul într-o traistă, îl aşeza 
în spate, se însemna cu Sfânta Cruce, şi se ducea la 
muncă, cu rugăciunea pe buze şi cu lacrimi în ochi. 
Acolo îl adăpostea la umbra unui copac până la apusul 
soarelui. Apoi îl aşeza iarăşi în traistă şi îl aducea acasă. 
După ce îl hrănea, îl culca lângă sfintele icoane, iar ea 
„se ostenea cu rugăciuni şi metanii până noaptea târziu.” 
(Vieţile Sfinţilor pe August). Când Ilie (numele de botez 
al Sfântului) avea 3 ani i-a murit şi tatăl, micuțul a 
rămas complet în grija bunicii care l-a crescut cu iubire 
de Dumnezeu, l-a învăţat să se roage, iar când a învăţat 
să citească îl punea să citească cu glas tare din cărţile 
sfinte. Şi aşa, într-o zi, pe când copilul citea despre 
patimile Domnului Nostru lisus Hristos şi bunica plângea, 
la întrebările lui, bunica i-a spus adevărul: că ea nu îi 
este mamă ci bunică, cum ea a renunţat să se ducă la 
mânăstire trebuind să aibe grijă de el, cum el e orfan şi 
dacă moare şi ea nu mai are pe nimeni să-l ajute decât 
pe Dumnezeu. Anii petrecuţi cu bunica lui au fost anii 
în care i s-a pus temelia credinţei. La 10 ani îşi pierde 
şi bunica rămânând în grija unui unchi căsătorit a doua 
oară şi care avea, deja, 6 copii. După terminarea şcolii 
primare, la sfatul profesorului din sat, Ilie este trimis la 
gimnaziu şi liceu. Ca bursier, avea mâncarea şi dormitul 
gratuit, dar nu mai primea nici un ajutor bănesc de la 
unchi. “Pentru cărţi, Ilie cerea cartea de la profesor, o 

citea noaptea şi o da înapoi a doua zi, făcând aşa cu 
toate cărţile timp de şapte ani cât au durat cursurile 
liceale. În excursii şi la parade Ilie nu se ducea, căci nu 
avea haine de paradă, avea numai un rând de haine ce 
erau pe el. Un ban de buzunar ca să mai cumpere şi el 
câte ceva de ale mâncării când ieşea cu ceilalţi băieţi nu 
avea. Se întrista tânărul Ilie când colegii lui plecau în 
excursie şi el trebuia să rămână singur în internat; dar 
nu şedea în trândăvie ci învăţa, cugeta şi se ruga 
încontinuu.” (Din Ierihon către Sion”, Ierusalim 1999). 
După terminarea liceului, intră în Mănăstirea Neamţ, 
apoi face un an stagiul militar ca felcer, apoi se întoarce 
la Mănăstirea Neamţ unde este călugărit. În 1936 pleacă 
Ja locurile sfinte şi este acceptat la Mănăstirea Sfântului 
"Sava, lângă Betleem, unde timp de 10 ani trăieşte în 
post şi rugăciune, se nevoieşte ca infirmier, face traduceri 
din cărţile sfinte. În 1952 este acceptat de către Mănăstirea 
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Sfantul Gheorghe Hozevitul si cu aprobarea egumenului, 

dupa un an se stabileşte într-o peşteră numită Chilia 

Sfintei Ana. În această chilie, cu mult înainte, Sfânta 

Ana, viitoarea mamă a Sfintei Fecioare Maria s-a rugat 

la Dumnezeu să aibă copil. Aici şi-a petrecut Sf loan 

Iacob Românul restul vieţii, rugându-se şi scriind scrieri 

folositoare sufletului. 

Sfântul loan Iacob Românul şi-a cunoscut dinainte 
ziua când va trece la Domnul. A murit pe 5 August 1960 
(avea 47 de ani), iar după 20 de ani, când i s-a deschis 
mormântul “Corpul părintelui Ioan era întreg, cu miros 
plăcut, cu hainele neputrezite, epitrahil şi schima întregi 
şi pielea uscată pe oase şi arăta ca şi cum ar dormi, cu 
fata curată, cu barba neagră întreagă, fata plăcută ca şi 
cum ar dormi “(“Din lerihon către Sion”, Ierusalim 
1999) 

Sfântul Ioan Cel nou de la Neamt (Hozevitul) este 
sărbătorit în fiecare an pe 5 august. 

Întrebări pentru părinţi: 

- Le-am vorbit copiilor nostri despre Sfântul Ioan Iacob 
Românul? l-am învăţat să fie buni cu copiii orfani şi 
cu cei ce au haine mai proaste decât ei? I-am întrebat 
pe copiii noştri dacă nu cumva în clasa lor este o 
“competiţie” de îmbrăcăminte la ultima modă, de 
perle, brăţări,etc fără pic de respect pentru adevărata 
valoare a fiinţei umane? 

- “Bunica, Dumnezeu s-o ierte/ Mi-a semănat de 
timpuriu/ în suflet tainele credintei/ şi rodul lor ma 
tine viu” (Sfântul Ion lacob Românul “în <<Bratele 
Parintesti>>” Bunicilor din ziua de azi, cât de mult va 
ocupați de educaţia creştină a nepoților voştri? in 
ziua de azi, când părinţii muncesc peste măsură, un 
rol important revine bunicilor şi cunosc multe bunici 
care îşi aduc nepoţii la biserică, îi învaţă să spună 
rugăciunea înaintea mesei şi înainte să se culce, să- 
şi facă semnul crucii când pleacă de acasă. Sincer 
vorbind, am învăţat cu adevărat cât de importantă e 
dragostea bunicii de la un copil al străzii. ÎL cunosteam 
de mai mulţi ani, fusese întâi la casa de copii (group 
home) din apropiere, apoi, intrând în adolescenţă 
trăia când prin puşcărie, când pe stradă. Moştenise o 
boală mentală, nu avea nici un viitor. Stând de vorbă 
odată cu el, am văzut pe braţul lui un tatuaj neobisnuit: 
un an, un nume şi iarăşi un an. L-am întrebat ce 
înseamnă. Era numele bunicii încadrat între anul 
naşterii şi anul morţii. Singurul lucru stabil în 
zbuciumata lui viaţă fusese iubirea bunicii despre 
care vroia să-şi amintească mereu şi mereu pentru 
mângâiere în zile şi nopţi de copil haituit.(Tatuajele 
nu sunt acceptate de religia noastră, dar numai 
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DESPRE CAUZELE PLECĂRII 
ARHIEPISCOPULUI VALERIAN DIN AMERICA 


La sfârşitul sesiunii celui de-al 75-lea Congres al 
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America, judecătorul 
John Regule, unul dintre jurisconsultii Episcopiei a 
ținut un emotionant discurs cu privire la cauzele plecării 
vrednicului de pomenire Arhiepiscop Valerian din 
America. Reproducem mai jos cuvântarea Domnului 
Judecător John Regule. 

«S-a vorbit în cadrul Congresului despre vrednicul 
de pomenire Arhiepiscop Valerian. Cu o seară înainte 
am urmărit materialul documentar pregătit pentru 
aniversarea a 20 de ani de la mutarea la cele veşnice 
a Arhiepiscopului Valerian. Mulţi dintre dumneavoastră 
nu aţi avut ocazia de a-l cunoaşte, iar împrejurările în 
care a plecat nu vă sunt cunoscute. De aceea vreau să 
aduc câteva precizări în legătura cu acest aspect al 
vieţii celui care a fost arhipăstorul acestei Episcopii 
vreme de 32 de ani. 

În primul rând vreau să precizez că Arhiepiscopul 
Valerian nu a fost niciodată condamnat şi nici deportat 
din America. Arhiepiscopul Valerian a renunţat de 
bunăvoie la cetăţenia americană în 1980 şi a părăsit 
Statele Unite patru ani mai târziu. Atunci când vorbim 
de cauzele care au determinat aceste lucruri, trei cuvinte 
îmi vin în minte: recunoaştere, martir (martor) şi bombe 
incendiare. Aceste cuvinte caracterizează cel mai bine, 
în opinia mea ceea ce s-a întâmplat cu Arhiepiscopul 
Valerian. Cum se regăsesc aceste trei cuvinte în cauzele 
plecării Arhiepiscopului Valerian? 

In timp ce Departamentul de Stat pregătea cazul 
împotriva cetăţeniei Arhiepiscopului Valerian, am fost 
instiintati la o şedinţă a Consiliului Episcopesc că 
Patriarhia Română i-a făcut propunerea să-l recunoască 
ca Episcop canonic al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române în 
America cu condiţia ca odată retras sau decedat, 
Patriarhia să aibă dreptul să numească noul episcop la 
conducerea Episcopiei. Patriarhia se oferea ca, în 
schimbul acestei recunoaşteri a autorităţii ei, să-l ajute 
pe Arhiepiscopul Valerian cu martori şi dovezi în 
susţinerea cazului său. Arhiepiscopul Valerian a respins 
acest compromis, afirmând că el nu-şi poate compromite 
principiile. Cu toate acestea; Arhiepiscopul a informat 
Consiliul Episcopesc că se va supune deciziei pe care 
Consiliul o va lua. Consiliul Episcopesc a fost de 
acord cu decizia Arhiepiscopului Valerian. 

Al doilea element menţionat mai sus a fost problema 
“martirilor” sau a “martorilor”. Într-una din vizitele 
mele la Vatra, Arhiepiscopul Valerian m-a rugat să-l 
însoțesc la o întâlnire cu Ambasadorul României 
comuniste de la Washington. Cred că întâlnirea a avut 
loc la Hotelul Pontchartrain din centrul Detroitului. 
Cu această ocazie a fost întrebat dacă există martori în 
România care ar putea depune mărturie în favoarea 
sa. Vazând ezitarea Arhiepiscopului, Ambasadorul i- 
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a spus: “Noi vă putem ajuta. Dati-ne lista cu numele 
persoanelor care ar putea mărturisi în favoarea 
dumneavoastră şi vom face tot posibilul ca ei să depună 
mărturie.” Reluctant, Arhiepiscopul a înaintat o listă 
cu opt sau zece nume. După aceea, Ambasadorul 
României a fost de negăsit. În schimb, am aflat că 
dintre acei martori, doi au dispărut în condiţii 
misterioase, iar restul au fost interogati de anchetatori 
în România, unii fiind mutaţi cu locul de muncă. 
Acest lucru a cântărit greu asupra Arhiepiscopului 
Valerian, întrucât s-a considerat vinovat pentru 
necazurile suferite de aceşti potenţiali martori. De 
asemenea, s-a simţit trădat. 

Al treilea incident pomenit se referă la bombe 
incendiare. Sigur, vă întrebaţi ce înseamnă aceasta. Ei 
bine, cu prilejul vizitei Arhiepiscopului Valerian, 
biserica Sf. Treime din Los Angeles a fost bombardată 
cu o bombă incendiară, la fel şi cea din New York. 
După explozia din New York, am discutat personal cu 
FBI şi am întrebat care este stadiul investigaţiilor. Mi 
s-a comunicat că nu există nici o pistă. Am amintit de 
bomba din Los Angeles şi am rugat să se verifice dacă 
există un aşa numit ““modus operandi’’, un patern al 
executării bombardării celor două biserici. Mi s-a 
promis că vom fi instiintati de mersul anchetei. Nici 
până astăzi nu am fost contactat de FBI. 

Atunci când Arhiepiscopul a aflat de cele două 
explozii, a fost vizibil afectat. Mi-a spus: “Johnny, nu 
pot îngădui ca credincioşii noştri sau Episcopia să fie 
atacați pentru faptul că cineva vrea să lovească în 
mine.” ~ 

Aceste trei evenimente l-au determinat pe 
Arhiepiscop să-şi depună voluntar cetăţenia americana. 
Şi îmi amintesc că guvernul american a încercat să 
înceapă imediat procedura de deportare. Legea spune 
că există o perioadă de 60 de zile de aşteptare înainte 
de a se solicita aceasta. Cererea de deportare a fost 
făcută înainte ca această perioadă de 60 de zile să 


expire, aşa încât, solicitarea a fost respinsă temporar. 
Apoi din nou s-a solicitat deportarea şi la acest apel 


înaintat Curţii 60 din Ohio, ma participat personal la 
audieri. Şi îmi amintesc perfect ce a spus Judecătorul 
Celebrezze cu acest prilej: “Mi se pare că Episcopul 
nu a ales voluntar, ci a fost intimidat şi forțat să ia 


decizia de a renunţa la cetăţenie şi de a pleca.” şi cred 


că dacă Arhiepiscopul Valerian ar fi spus atunci că s- 


> 


a răzgândit, curtea ar fi susținut decizia sa. Acestea ne ~ 


arată caracterul şi personalitatea Arhiepiscopului Vale- 
rian. El a pus interesele Bisericii şi credincioşilor săi 


mai presus de ale sale. Şi îmi voi aminti întotdeauna 


aceste lucruri. 
Alt lucru care vreau să vi-l povestesc se referă la 
Cont. la pag. 31 
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ANIVERSAREA A 40 DE ANI DE LA 
ÎNFIINŢAREA PAROHIEI DIN 
KITCHENER, ONTARIO 


În zilele de 2 şi 3 Iunie 2007 a 
avut loc sărbătorirea a 40 de ani de 
la înfiinţarea parohiei ortodoxe “Sf. 
loan Botezătorul” din Kitchen- 
er,Ontario. Sâmbătă 2 Iunie, I.P.S. 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a fost primit 
cu pâine şi sare după care a urmat 
slujba de seară . Au slujit preoții 
Ionel Cudritescu, Ion Bunea, 
Dumitru Ichim, Arhidiaconul David 
Oancea, iar răspunsurile la strană 
au fost date de Pavel Filip. După 
vecernie, cei prezenţi au coborât în 
sala bisericii unde s-au întreţinut 

"cu distinsul ierarh. 

Duminică 3 lunie, s-a săvârşit 
slujba arhierească, Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul slujind împreună cu un 
sobor de preoţi, răspunsurile 
liturgice fiind date de corul bisericii 
dirijat de Nicolae Raiciu, prim solist 
de la Opera din Bucureşti. În timpul 
Sf.Liturghii Inalt Prea Sfinţitul a 
hirotesit ca protopop (archpriest) pe preotul paroh 
Dumitru Ichim în semn de apreciere pentru fructuoasa 
activitate desfăşurată în parohia din Kitchener aproape 
trei decenii. 

Banchetul aniversar a avut loc în sala “Centrului 
Cultural Românesc - Banatul” unde I.P.S. Nathaniel a 
fost înconjurat la masa de onoare de preoţii Nicolae 
Zelea (fondatorul acestei parohii), Dumitru Ichim 
(parohul parohiei), Ionel Cudritescu (Biserica “Sf.Ioan 
Evanghelistul” - Toronto), Ion Bunea (Biserica “Sf. 


Gheorghe” - Toronto), Mihai Cociu (Bbiserica 


“Sf.Cruce” - London), Waldemar Kuchta (Biserica 
ucraineană - Waterloo) şi Arhidiaconul David Oancea 
(cancelarul Episcopiei). În semn de dragoste şi apreciere 
parohia a oferit Înalt Prea Sfintitului o placă omagială, 
iar la rândul său I.P.S.Nathaniel a salutat evenimentul 
aniversar oferind diplome de onoare preoţilor Nicolae 


Zelea, Dumitru Ichim şi tuturor preşedinţilor bisericii 


din decursul celor 40 de ani. După masa pregătită de 
enoriaşi şi servită de tinerii de la AROY, îmbrăcaţi în 


" frumoase costume naţionale româneşti, a urmat un 
admirabil program artistic susţinut de echipele de 


> 
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dansuri şi de corul bisericii condus de Nicolae Raiciu. 
Programul a cuprins arii din opere şi cântece populare 
româneşti. îi 
Urăm comunităţii din Kitchener la mulţi şi fericiţi 

ani! 
Participant 
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Despre Cauzele Plecarii ... 


Cont. de la pag. 30 


plecarea Arhiepiscopului Valerian din America spre 
Portugalia. Eram acolo împreună cu Augustin Vincent 
şi vorbeam cu Arhiepiscopul. Părea să fie eliberat de 
o povară uriaşă. Văzându-l pe unul dintre procurorii 
Statelor Unite care venise să se convingă că pleacă 
din America, s-a dus către dânsul, i-a strâns mâna şi 
i-a spus: “Dumnezeu să te binecuvinteze, fiule!”, 
arătându-i în acest mod că nu avea nici o animozitate 
în inima sa, chiar şi atunci când a plecat. 

Îmi amintesc şi altceva. Cu o săptămână înainte de 
a-şi face pregătirile de zbor spre Portugalia, am vorbit 
cu Arhiepiscopul Valerian în Warren, Ohio care este 
aproape de casa mea şi acolo mi-a solicitat să iau 
legătura cu Părintele Grabowski, Secretarul Consiliului 
Episcopesc la acea vreme, pentru a se stabili data 
convocării unui Congres electoral pentru alegerea unui 
nou Episcop diocezan cât mai repede. Şi noi am făcut 
acest lucru. Cred că dorea să păstreze continuitatea 
Episcopiei noastre intacte, neîntreruptă de scurgerea 
timpului. Avea această viziune şi, din fericire, noi am 
fost ajutaţi de Dumnezeu să facem acest lucru.>> 

Judecător John Regule 
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Educarea Creştină a Familiei 
— August — 


Cont. de la pag. 29 
Dumnezeu, în bunătatea Sa, are dreptul să-i judece pe 
nefericitii străzii.) 

- Cunosc o femeie care a adoptat un copil. ÎL iubeşte 
din tot sufletul ei. Mai mult, copilul are o boală 
nervoasă moştenită din naştere şi atunci când are 
crize, femeia îl îngrijeşte cu o dragoste de neimaginat 
şi se roagă pentru el, şi plânge de mila lui şi face tot 
ce poate să-i facă suferinţa mai uşoară. Câtă milă o 
să aibă Dumnezeu de femeia aceasta şi de copil ! Să 
ne uităm în jurul nostru şi să învăţăm de la cei mai 
buni decât noi, şi credeti-ma, există atâţia oameni 
buni în lumea aceasta, dar noi, orbiti de grijile noastre 
şi de televizor am uitat să vedem ce e bun pentru că 
în această lume nebună dacă nu vedem ceva violent 
nu ne mai pasă. Oare am încercat noi să le arătam 
copiilor faptele bune făcute de unii oameni din jurul 
nostru? Ne-am obişnuit să ne certăm cu vecinul şi să 
ne bârfim colegii, dar aceste persoane nu au făcut 
niciodată în viaţa lor nici un lucru bun? 

- ‘“...0, om! Ce mari răspunderi ai / Tu vei pleca din 
lume./ Dar ce ai spus prin scris sau grai / Sau laşi prin 
pilda care-o dai / Pe mulţi, pe mulţi spre iad sau rai 
/ Mereu o să-i îndrume ...” scrie Sfântul Ioan Iacob 
Românul în poezia “O, om !” Ne-am dat noi seama 
de efectul acţiunilor şi vorbelor noastre asupra celor 
din jur şi mai ales asupra copiilor noştri? Sfântul loan 
Iacob Românul are multe scrieri ajutătoare pentru 
suflet, scrise cu multă dragoste şi într-un limbaj uşor 
de inteles.Multumesc familiei B. care mi-a făcut cadou 
cartea “Din Ierihon către Sion” cu scrierile Sfântului 
Ioan lacob Românul şi vă doresc tuturor să aveţi 
bucuria de a citi aceste minunate învățături. 

Maica Preoteasă 


Educarea Creştină a Familiei 
— Iulie — 


Cont. de la pag. 28 > 
incit împotriva niciunei religii, dar cer dreptul ca noi 
şi copiii noştri să fim lăsaţi în pace să ne vedem 
linistiti de creştinismul nostru, să credem şi să ne 
rugăm aşa cum am crezut şi ne-am rugat de mai bine 
de 2000 de ani. 

Patermutie, când a auzit de căderea fiului său spiri- 
tual, s- Se gat la Dumnezeu pentru iertarea lui apoi i-a 
explicat lui Coprie gravitatea greşelii sale şi eternele 
dureroase consecinţe ale acesteia. Oare, când cineva din 
familia noastră sau un bun prieten de-al nostru şi-a 


„negat religia, nu cumva noi am căzut în păcatul disperării 


crezând că nu mai e nimic de făcut, şi am rupt orice 
„legătură cu el? Un om în apostazie e ca un om care se 
chinuie în starea de moarte clinică şi mai poate fi, totuşi, 
salvat. E greu. E foarte greu, dar nu imposibil. Cu 


„Dumnezeu, totul este posibil. Să ne îndreptăm, deci, 


rugăciunile spre Dumnezeu şi după cum Coprie, a fost 
salvat devenind chiar sfânt, fie ca şi cei dragi nouă, care 
au greşit, făcând înfricoşătorul păcat al apostaziei, să 
fie salvaţi, întorcându-se la dreapta credinţă spre slava 
şi mărirea Tatălui şi al Fiului şi al Duhului Sfânt, Amin. 

Maica Preoteasă 


Cuvânt de Suflet 


— lulie — 


Cont. de la pag. 27 

când ai bucurie, când ai pace în suflet, îl ai pe Dumnezeu, 
şi unde este Dumnezeu nu este nici o nelinişte, nici o 
nemulţumire. Într-o rugăciune de la Sf. Maslu se şi 
spune: ‘‘Cel ce miluieşti cu liniştirea”. 

Iată iubiţi Credincioşi că ni se împlinieşte cererea de 
la rugăciunea Tatăl Nostru ‘‘Vie împărăţia Ta” ori de 
câte ori luăm parte la Sfânta Liturghie, pentru că avem 
prilejul să stăm în faţa lui Dumnezeu, să fim în cerul cel 
de pe pământ, să ne rugăm, să ne simţim bine cu gândul 
la Dumnezeu, iar când se întâmplă acestea în noi, se 
împlinieşte ceea ce cerem noi - să vină împărăţia lui 
Dumnezeu. | 

De aceea, se cuvine să ne găsim timp pentru Dumnezeu, 
să ne găsim timp pentru rugăciune, să ne facem timp 
pentru ostenelile trupesti şi atunci vom avea parte de 
bucurie, începând de aici, din lumea aceasta. Vom avea 
parte de pace aici, încă din lumea aceasta, după cuvântul 
Sfântului Apostol Pavel, care zice: “Împărăţia lui 
Dumnezeu este dreptate, pace şi bucurie în Duhul Sfânt”... 
Să ne ajute Dumnezeu să fim vrednici de împărăţia lui 
Dumnezeu, să simţim împărăţia lui Dumnezeu în pacea 
sufletului nostru. | 

+ IRINEU Episcop Vicar 
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